
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY

BULLETIN 138

STONE MONUMENTS OF

SOUTHERN MEXICO

By

MATTHEW W. STIRLING

UNITED STATES

GOVERNl\lENT PRINTING OFFICE

WASUINGTON : 1943

For 881e by the SUl'erintendenl of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office
Washington, D. C. Price 35 cents



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION,

BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY,

Washington, D.O., March 1, 1943.

Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith a manuscript entitled
"Stone Monuments of Southern Mexico," by Matthew W. Stirling,
and to recommend that it be published as a bulletin of the Bureau of
American Ethnology.

Very respectfully yours,
M. W. STIRLING, Ohief.

DR. C. G. ABBOT,

Secretm'y of the Smithsonian Institution.
IT

CONTENTS

Introduction . h _. . __ . _.. -.. h .. h ___ _h h _
Tres Zapotes_ ____________________________________ _ . .

Geography of the ~ite__ . ... __ . .. __ . _.. __ h _ h _
Stone monuments . . .. . _ __ .. _h __ h_

Stela A_n __ h_. __ . _. . h _
Stela B_h_. h_ ._. _ uh h Uhh _h_._hh _
Stela C_h_ . _. . . h n __ U _ h _. __
Stela D _
Stela E _
~onument A _
~onument B .. _
Monument C uu h h __ h _h h __ hh .. . _h __
~onument D .. __ . h _
~onument E h _
~onument F _
~Ionument G _
~Ionument H h _
~onuments I, J, and 1< n_hh h_h oo _
~onument L h h h h _00 _ h _
~onuments 1\1 and N h _h 00 00 00 h _
Monuments 0 and P_n_ oo ooh h n __ h h_
Round columns h h _

Stone platformh_OO 00 __ h 00 h __ h h_h _
Stone stairway . h _.. . h •• __ • • __ h _

Stone fire pith 00 n 00 00 00 • _. _ h _h __ 00 _ h _
La Puente _____ ___ . __ . _ __. ___ . .. . __ . _
Tlapacoya u_____ _ . __ .. . _
San Marcos_ __ _ ___ _. _.. h _h h h h __ h _h __ ... h _00 h
The Arroyo San'] llan and the Eio Tecolapan .. _
Conclusion . _

Cerro de las Mesas h __ h U h _
Stela 1 h . h _h _
Stela 2 .. h h __ h_
Stela 3 _
Stela4 _

Stela 5_ h .h _h _ _ _. h . _. h __ h .. _
Stcla 6 . . _
Stela 7 . .. . _.. _
Stcla 8 . _
Stela 9 . ___________ _ _
Stela 10 U _ h _h _h __ h _ _ h h _
Stela 11 . . ___ _ _
Stela 12 h h _00 h _
Stela 13 _
Stela 14 _

III

PAGE
I
4
8

11
11
14
14
14
16
16
17
18
21
21
22
22
23
23
24
24
24
25
25
26
26
26
26
27
27
30
31
33
33
33
34
35
35
39
41
4(;

42
43
43
43
44



IV OONTENTS ILLUSTRATIONS V

Cerro cic laR Mes:1s-·Continued.
Stein 15 _

1\1ollllllwnt 1.. _
i\l11lllllllcnt 2_u n _u n n 0. _
Monument 3 u n _
Monument 4_h 0. h _

Monument 5 .
Monument 6 _
Monument 7n unh n h • ._

Monument 8 _
Miscellaneous _.. . _n _
Conclusion 0. .. _

La Venta . _
Stela 1 .. 0. __ 0. _
Stela 2 ._
Stela 3 - - . - .. _
Stela 4 .. _ .. .. _
Stela 5.. .. h _
Altar 1 _
Altar 2 .. _
Altar 3u _
Altar 4 . _
Altar 5 _
Altar 6 _
Monument 1_0. .__ u _
Monument 2_0. h __ n u u _ • _

Monument 3 _
Monument 4 _
Monument 5 . . n _
The stone enclosure u n h h h _

Monument 6 _
Monument 7 _
Stonecolumns _
Conclusion h __ n . _

Izapa . _
Group A _

Stela 1 . _
Altar 1 _
Stela 2 _
Stela 3 . _
Altar 2 _
Stcla 4 .- __
Stela 5 _
Altar 3 _
Monument 1 _
Stela 6 _
Altar 4 0. n n n h h _

Stela 7 _
Group B _

Stela 8 _
Altar 5 _
Stela 9 _
Altar 6 _
Stela 10 _

PAGE

44
44
45
45
45
45
46
46
46
47
47
48
50
50
51
.52
52
52
53
53
54
55
56
56
57
57
58
58
59
59
59
60
60
61
62
62
62
63
63
63
63
64
65
65
65
65
66
66
66
66
66
67
67

I Z:I pa-Continued.
Group B-Continued. PAGE

Altar 7 n • .___ 67
Stela 11 .___________________________ 67
Stela 12_ h .. u n _______________________ __ 67
Altar 8 n n n n __ ____ ____ 68
~1onument 2______________________________________________ 68

Group C .__________________ 68
Stela 13 . _ . .. _____ 69
Altar 9 u _u .. n H _ _ __ _ n n _n _ 69
Stela 14 . n _ n u ____ ___ ___ 69
Altar 10__ n •• U _ h _n n U __ • _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 69
Stela 15 .. _.. .. U _ U _ .. • h __ ____ 69
Altar 1lu . n n n .. __ 69
Stela Hi.. __ U n h __ h h _.. U h 69
Altar 12 .__ .. u U u • n u U _ 69
Altar 13 n U h n • __ h • • _ _ _ _ 70
Stela 17__________________________________________________ 70

Group D u_u u n • _u__ 70
Stela 18 n n __ •• _ U _ • _ • •• _ 70
Altar 14_ h _. . __ h .. .. •• n • •• u .. 70
Altar 15 . n 0. __ .. ... _ 71

Group E .. ._______________ __ 71
Stela 19 .... _. __ h .. ._ .. _ 71
Altar 16 . ._. hh •• _.___ 71
Stela 20 _h h _ _ _ _ __ n __ •• _ • h _n _ .... h no _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 71
Altar 17 . .. n •• _0. h_.h . __ .. _ 71

Group Fu hh u .. _n . . ._._ 71
Monument 3_uu __ h h .. __ U u ______ _ 72
110nument 4______________________________________________ 72

Conclusion h u u nh_ __ __ __ 72
Bibliography . ___________ 74
rndex _n • • __ n u h _ U 0. h _ • • _ u 77

ILLUSTRATIONS

PLATES

(All plates at end of book)

(T1'CS Zapotcs)

1. The village of Tres Zapotes.
., a, View showing tJ'pical slough in the lower Papaloapan Basin. b, General

view of Group 2 showing Stela A in the foregroUIlCl. Left background
shows the long mound.

;;. a, The principal mound of Group 2. b. The long mound.
4. U., The Colossal Head. b, Real' view of the Colossal Head.
5. Monument C, side A: The carved stone box.
6. a, Monument 0, side B. b, Monument C, side C. c, Monument C, side D.
7. a, Monument B, plain stone box. b, Stela B. c, Stela E.
8. a, Monument F. b, Monument G. c, Under side of Monument G.
9. a, Monument I, front view. b, Monument I, rear view. c, Monuments J

and K.
10. u. Monument N. b, Monument D. c, Monument H.



VI ILLUSTR'AT'IONIS ILLUSTR'ATIO~'1S VII

11. a, Monument L. b, Monument 1\1, frout view. c, Monument M, side view.
d, Monument M, rear view.

12. a, Stela A. b, Stela A, sille view.
13. a, Stone arm from La Puente. b, Stone platform.
14. a, Stela D, front view. b, Stela D, south side. c, Stela D, north side.
15. a, Curved stairway of sandstone flngs. b, Stone jaguar from Tlapacoya.

C, Stone column. d, Stone-lined fire pit.
16. a, Carved stela of columnar basalt near EI Meson. b, Stone with petroglyphs,

San Juan River. c, Stone hend from San Marcos. d, Jaguar incised on
stone near Lirios.

17. Monument C. a, Side A. b, Side B.
18. Monument C. a, Side C. b, Side D.

(Cerro de las Mesas)

19. a, View of expedition camp at Cerro de las Mesas site. b, View of the
monument plaza after exca,alion, Cerro de las Mesas.

20. a, Stela 1. b, Stela 2. c, Stela 14.
21. a, Stela 3. b, Stela 4. c, Stela 9.
22. a, Stela 5. b, Stela IG.
23. Stela 6.
24. Stela 8.
25. a, Stela 10. b, Stela 11.
26. Left, monument 2; right, Stela 7.
27. a, Stela 13. b, Monument 2, back.
28. Monument 5, two views.
29. Monument 1, two views.
30. a, Monument 7. b, Monument 4. c, Monument 8. d, Monument 3.
31. a, Monument 2. b, Stela 7.

(La Venta)

(lzapa)

.J!). a, Stela 1. lJ, Stela 2.
~,il. (I, Stela 3 and Altar 2. b, Stela 6 and Altar 4.
;-,1. a·, Stela 4. b, Stela 7.
:,~. Stela 5.
!I:l. a, Stela 11. b, Monument 2.
!I.1. Stela 12.
:.G. a, Stela 18, front. b, Stela 18, north side. c, Stela 18, south side.
!I(i. a, Stela 9 and Altar 6. b, Stela 10.
~,7. a, Stela 19, Altar 16. b, Stela 20, Altar 17.
:,8. a, Stela 8, Altar 5. b, Monument 1.
m. a, Altar 3. b, Altar 1.
no. a, Stela 13, Altar 9. b, Stela 16, Altar 12. C, Stela IG, Altar 11. d,

Monument 3.
HI. a, Stela 14, Altar 10. b, Stela 17. c, Altar 13. d, Altar 15.
G~. 0 and b, Monument 4. c, Large stone mortar.

TEXT FIGURES

(Tres Zapotes)

PAGE
1. General map of southern Mexico u n U u u __ _ 2
2. Map of the Tres Zapotes archeological site_u __ nn_h_n h_ 9
3. Stela A_______________________________________________________ 12
4. Stela D __ u h __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ 15

5. Monument E. Numerical inscription carved on ba."e rock on the bed
of the arroyo__ n n u _u h n u u U _ 21

G. Monument O. One of two similar stone carvings on the bed of the
arroyo______________________________________________________ 25

7. Petroglyphs on a large boulder near Lirios
u nu n

___ 30

32. a, View of the swamp between La Venta and the Blasillo River. b, 'rhe
village of La Venta.

33. a, Stela 1. b, Stela 5. c, Stela 4. d, Stela 4, showing scorings on base.
34. a, Stela 2, south side. b, Stela 2, north side.
35. Stela 3.
36. a, Altar 1, front. b, Altar 1, north side. c, Altar 1, south side.
37. a, Altar 4, front. b, Altar 4, south side.
38. a, Altar 6. b, Altar 4, north side. c, Altar 2.
39. a, Altar 3, front. b, Altar 3, west side.
40. Altar 5, front.
41. a, Altar 5, south end. b, Altar G, llorth end.
42. a, Monument 1. b, Monument 3.
43. 0, Monument 2, side. b, Monument 2, front.
44. a, Monument 4, front. b, Monument 4, !Jack.
45. a, Monument 5. b, Stone column at base of Cerro Encantado.
46. a, Northwest cornel' of the stone enclosure, partially excavated. b, Large

stone column on the south end of the long mound.
47. a, Monument 6. The stone sarcophagus with part of the lid removed. b,

North end of Monument 6; design restored.
48. Monument 7. a, Stone tomb before removal of the columns closing the north

entrance. b, Stone tomb after ('x'::wation, showing limestone burial plat
form in the rear.

(Cerro de las 1I1esas)

8. Carved monument from Santa Lucia Cozumalhualpa _
O. Glyph column on Stela 6, partly restorecL

n h
_
nU

_

10. a, Stela 5. b, The Stela of San Miguel Chapultepec. c, Stela 3 _
J 1. a, Stela 9. b, Stela 6. c, Stela 8

nuh
__

12. a, Stela 14. b, Stela 11. c, Stela 13. d, Monument 2, backu_uh
13. Monument 1, four views un u h hh n _

14. a, Stela 12. b, Stela 4. c, Monument 5 nu h _

34
35
36
37
38
39
40



STONE MONUMENTS OF SOUTHERN MEXICO

By MAT'l'HEW ·W. STIRLING

INTRODUC'.rION

The practice of carving and erecting large stone monuments was
one of the conspicuous achievements of the aborigines of tropical
America, from northwestern South America to and including a con
siderable area of southern Mexico. In the south this practice was
most common in Peru and Colombia. From this region northward,
the distribution is more or less continuous. From the State of Oaxaca
in Mexico the distribution is northward, and carries through the Valley
of Mexico and most of the State of Veracruz, but does not follow up
the Pacific slope much beyond the State of Oaxaca. The monument
carving custom reached its apex in the Maya area, where it \yas most
frequently employed in connection with the use of the calendar
system of that area. Although the art styles employed and the nature
of the monuments differ considerably through this rather large region,
it seems evident that a certain interrelationship exists, an understand
ing of which should cast considerable light on the chronologies and
pre-Columbian cultural exchanges behveen the two continents, espe
cially since the monument-distribution area involves most of the high
culture centers of the New 'Vodd. The purpose of this paper is not
to offer any solution of this broad problem, but to present some new
and some little-known evidence concerning the region west of the
Maya area which may contribute to chronological and distributional
knowledge of the northern sector of the general monument region.

The material here presented represents one of the byproducts of
four seasons of archeological field work conducted under the direction
of the writer for the Smithsonian Institution and the National Geo
graphic Society. This work in turn is part of a larger plan inaugu
rated in 1932 by the Burean of American Ethnology for the purpose
of studying cultural sequellces in Middle America by attacking the
archeological problems of the eastern and western margins of the
Maya area, with the idea of determining relationships with the better
known pre-Columbian Maya. Work on the eastern margin was begun
in 1933 under the direction of William Duncan Strong and terminated
by him in 1936, the preliminary results of which have been published

1
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(Strong,1938). In 1938 the writer began his work with a prelimin
ary survey of the western margin. In the winter of 1938-39 excava
tions '\'ere conducted at Tres Zapotes during a period of 4 months.
The writer "as assisted in the field by Dr. C. "V. Weiant. The
expedition was also accompanied by E. G. Cassedy, artist of the staff
of the Bureau of American Ethnology, and by Richard Stewart, staff
photographer of the National Geographic Society. Marion Stirling

and Marian ,Veiant also accompanied the expedition and participated
in the work (Stirling, 1939).

The excavations at Tres Zapotes were resumed during the season
of 1939-40. Dr. Philip Drucker accompanied the writer as assistant
archeologist, and was specifically concerned with the stratigraphic
excevations. Mr. Stewart and Marion Stirling were again members
of the party. During the progress of the work at Tres Zapotes, the
si te or La Venta in northern Tabasco was visited for the purpose of

1~'l(Jl;j~I'~ l.~--Ul'nl~l'al W;I,!J of ::;ontheru l\lextcu.

excavating and photographing the stone monuments there. Ten days
were spent at this task (Stirling, 1940 b).

The same party returned to the field for the season of 1940-41,
when 4 months were spent excavating the site of Cerro de las Mesas
in Veracruz. An additional trip was made to the State of Chiapas,
where 7 days were occupied in excavating and photographing the
stone monuments at Izapa, in the southern corner of that State
(Stirling, 1941).

As a result of observations in the region west of the Maya area,
it would seem that a stela cult flomishecl at a reIn tively early date,
involving among other things the worship of a jaguar being and the
use of a ceremonial calendar. Together v;ith the erection of stelae
is found the practice of setting up altars and colossal stone heads. In
the case of the early monuments, the physical type represented is the
so-called Olmec, 01' La Venta, with flat nose and hea,vy drooping mouth.

Stelae are frequently carved in the highly conventionalized form of
a jaguar head with open mouth, in which various figures are repre
sented in full relief or low relief. Ii one could assume an eyolution
af art style, it would seem that the more realistic representations of
this form ,"I'ould be early and the more highly conventionalized, rela
tively later. Realistic forms would be represented by Stela D, Tres
Zapotes; Stela 1, La Venta; and Monument 2, Izapa.

At Cerro de las Mesas, Tres Zapotes, Izapa, and La Venta, the
"tiger mask" panel was utilized as a decorative motive on stelae, a
feature which occurs also ill Maya art.

The existence of carved stone stelae in Veracruz has been com
mented upon frequently by various writers. Perhaps the best known
are two similar monuments from the vicinity of Huilocintla, repre
senting Quetzalcoatl in the penetential rite of drav,-ing a stick through
his tongue (SeIer, 1(06). One of these is in the Nntiol1ltl Museum
of Mexico. Another interesting stone, also in the National Museum,
is the stela of Tepatlaxco, the relief on which sho\\'s a bearded stand
ing figure, probably a ball player, being assisted with his gear by
another person (SeIer, 1906). Still another is the stela of Alvarado,
a tall pillar of columnar basalt which has carved on it a standing
figure before a kneeling bound captive. This stone has on one side
what appears to be a badly eroded glyph column. The similarity of
this monument to one at a mound site near EI Meson is commented
npon later. Also in the Natioflul Museum is the so-called stone of
Chapultepec. This monument is of particular interest to the present
account since its design practically duplicates that of Stela 5 at
Cerro de las Mesas. This stone is supposed to haye come not from
the hill of Chapultepec in the Federal District, but from the village
of Chapultepec south of Mexico City. It is highly improbable that

oc/VI E Xo F
F'-

G'
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this could have been its place of origin, and it seems fairly safe to
assign it on stylistic grounds to southern Veracruz. Dr. Spinden
gave the verbal opinion to me that it probably came from Cerro de las
Mesas.

The writer wishes to express his indebtedness to Richard Stewart,
of the National Geographic Society, who is responsible for most of
the photographs; to Edwin G. Cassedy, of the Bureau of American
Ethnology, for the drawings of Tres Zapotes monuments; and to
Miguel Covarrubias for the drawings of the monuments of Cerro de
las Mesas. All of the drawings reproduced are from sketches made
in the field. Mr. Covarrubias has not only contributed this valuable
addition to the report, but the writer has profited greatly from his
profound knowledge of the art and archeology of the early cultures
of Mexico, in which field he is without question one of the outstanding
authorities. Dr. 'Weiant is responsible for assembling the early his
torical data on the Tres Zapotes region, and Dr. Drucker for the
geological and topographical material for the E'ame area.

Most of all, acknowledgments are due to Dr. Alfonso Caso, Director
of the Instituto Nacional de Antropologia y Historia of Mexico, and
to Arquitecto Ignacio Marquina, Director of the Departamento de
Monumentos Prehispanicos. Not only in their official positions have
they done everything possible to encourage and facilitate the work,
but by giving freely of their personal knowledge of Mexican
archeology have contributed many ideas which have added to the
value of the report. The same might be said for all of the staff of
the Instituto Nacional, whose cooperation has been a source of great
personal pleasure to the writer; in particular, Eduardo Noguera and
Juan Valenzuela have willingly given their time and advice.

A particular description of the four principal sites excavated by
the expedition follows.

TRES ZAPOTES

The present village of Tres Zapotes is occupied by agriculturiEts
who depend for their living upon an ejido apportioned to them out
of the lands of the old Hacienda de Hueyapan, once the property
of the Mimendi family and in earlier times part of an estate be
longing to a nephew of Hernan Cortes. It is within the jurisdiction
of the municipality of Santiago Tuxtla. Geographically, it lies
about midway between the important towns of Tlacotalpan and San
Andres Tuxtla, in the southeastern part of the State of Veracruz.
What for our purposes is more important is that it is also situated
about midway between the Valley of Mexico to the northwest and
Old Empire Maya cities to the southeast. It is most conveniently
reached from Tlacotalpan, whence one can go by gasoline launch via

the San Juan River and connecting waterways as far as the Boca
de San Miguel-a 5-hour trip, if one has luck-and thence another
2 hours by horseback. It lies within a day's journey by horseback
from the Gulf Coast (pI. 1).

By modern standards the village may justly be termed isolated.
There are people here who have never been to Tlacotalpan, and
some who have made the trip but once or twice in their lives. Few
have traveled farther afield than Catemaco, there to attend the annual
Holy Week celebrations, and anyone who has visited Mexico City
rates as a world traveler. So much outside the main current of
Mexican life is Tres Zapotes that one still hears many of the forms
and idioms of sixteenth-century Spanish in daily conversation.

These considerations, however, do not argue for similar isolation
in pre-Cortesian times. That close ties with the Valley of Mexico
had been established by the fifteenth century is a matter of history.
Tlacotalpan and 21 other towns of the region were required to pa,y
tribute to Montezuma in the form of fine cloths, women's garments,
weapons and insignia, jewels of gold, ornaments of amber, cacao, pre
cious stones and feathers, fine liquid amber, and "skins" made of rubber
(Codex Mendoza, quoted by Paso y Troncoso, 1905). Moreover, Na
huatl had become the prevailing language. Coastal waters and trib
utary streams furnished easy access by small boats to territory to the
north and the east. Toward the southeast jungles may have offered
some obstacle to travel, especially during the long rainy season,
although hardly to the extent that this is true today, if we 'are to
judge by the number of archeological sites now enshrouded by the
jungle. Mountain barriers to the southwest can hardly have been
insurmountable, for even today mule-packs occasionally travel over
land as far as Oaxaca, thus connecting with the routes once followeJ
by Alvarado and Cortes on their excursions into Central .America,
routes which had long before been established by their aboriginal
predecessors.

It is apparent, therefore, that the aborif!inal inhabitants were quitc
favorably situated to influence and to be influenced by the successive
waves of culture which flourished in pre-Conquest times in adjacent
l:oastal areas, in Yucatan, on the great Mexican plateau, and in Central
America.

Early data on this region are very meager. Bernal Diaz, in his
account of the itinerary of Juan de Grijalva, notes that Alvarado
entered the Papaloapan River and went as far upstrcam as the town
lIE Tlacotalpan (Diaz del Castillo, 1928).

From the Relaci6n de Tlacotalpan y Su Partido (Paso y Tron
coso, 1905, t. 5) we learn that Tlacotalpan was considered a healthful
place. Storms from the Gulf, "nortes," are reported as occurring from
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August to February, although sometimes a month would elapse with
out one. Strong windstorms from the south, "sures," were also
common. Fruits extensively cultivated included zapotes, chicoza
potes, guayabas, and aguacates; while among the vegetables beans
maize, squash, chiles, tomatoes, s\veetpotntoes, and xicamas, a root
tasting very much like the turnip, figured prominently. Floods were
frequent, and they often destroyed the plantings of maize and sweet
potatoes. Among the fauna are mentioned deer, turkeys, aquatic
birds, armadillos, lizards, and turtles. Fishing and the trading of fish
con~tituted a major industry. All kinds of pottery were made ("loza
de todas maneras"). A little salt was prepared from sea water, but
it was of poor quality. Most of the salt used was imported by boat
from Campeche. Sickness was treated with herbs. People lived in
dwellings of palm and thatch of the same sort as those built today.
Men wore their hair long, dressed in cotton and skins, and llsed loin
cloths 2 yards long. They worshipped a female deity made of green
stone, which was taken once a year to the river and given a bath.
At this time there was a human sacrifice with a ceremony attended
only by the important personages of the town.

Of TuxtJa, the same source tells us that the people spoke a rude
dialect of Mexicano (Nahuatl), employing certain sounds not heard
in the vicinity of the Mexican capital; that they dressed in white
cotton cloths, often decorated with painted designs, and wore loin
cloths from which hung tassels; that they carried on war with Guaz
aqualco (Coatzca.lco), using arrows, war clubs, flint knives, and
shields made from the bark of strong cane; and that they put a
kind of pepper which grew on a tree into their chocolate and their
medicines. It is reported, further, that sexual intercourse was pro
hibited among them until they were "of much age," and that they
were very healthy. They worshipped Uitzilopochtli, a god evidently
imposed by the Aztecs. To this god slaves were sacrificed by priests
who "did not know women." The variety of animals mentioned in
connection with Tuxtla is greater than that given for Tlacotalpan; it
includes wildcats, jaguars, coyotes, monkeys, squirrels, and rabbits.
Parrots, also, get special mention. One custom is noteworthy, the
heads of children were flattened by the mother or by the midwife who
attended their birth.

In addition to the foregoing, we have, as further clues to the
ethnic composition of the region, data generously supplied by Prof.
P,wl Kirchhoff and his colleague Arturo Monzon, of Mexico, D. F.,
taken from the Archivo General de la Nacion (vol. 70). From two re
laciones of the year 1600 bearing upon ecclesiastical matters in towns
along the Rio de Alvarado and in the vicinity of Tlacotalpan, it
would appear that Mexicano was everywhere spoken. Of Cozumal-

hualpa it is stated, however, that both Mexicuno and Mixtec were
spoken, hut that Mixtec was preferred. Again, of }\/[istbln it is
stated that, although the people spoke Mexicano, they were of the
Mixtec and Popoluca tribes. These references to the presence of
Mixtec-speaking groups so far east are rather surprising and should
be kept in mind for their possible bearing ml the interpretation of
material found at Tres Zapotes. There is nowhere any mention
that Totonac was spoken in any of these towns, and this is in con
formity with Krickeberg's map of TotOllacapRn (Krickeberg, 1933»)
which places the southern and eastern boundary of Totonac terri
tory well to the west of Tres Zapotes, stopping at the Papaloapan
River.

Despite the scant attention that it has reeeived until recently, the
site has been known to archeologists for nearly three-quarters of a
century. As early as 1869, J. l\f. Melgar published an account of sev
eral excursions to a place neighboring San Andres Tuxtla in which
he referred to certain excavations of a cabeza colosal (Melgar, 1869).
T\yo years later he released a study dealing 'with the antic[1lity and
origin of the giant head in which he emphasized its "Ethiopian"
features, features which have since been identified with the style of
art called Olmec (Mp,lgar, 1871). Thereafter, the Cubeza Colosal
de Hueyapan (so named from the old Hacienda, though actually
much closer to the village of 'l'res Zapotes than to the modern village
of Hueyapan) had won a permanent place in the register of Mexican
archeological monuments.

In 1892 an Exposicion Historico-Americana was held in Madrid.
According to del Paso y Troncoso's catalog of the Mexican section,
the Musco Nacional of Mexico, in preparation for this exposition,
sent an expedition to Hueyapan, lasting 15 days, with the object of
obtaining specimens. Precisely where and how these specimens were
obtained is not recorded.

Early in the present century, the Selers traveled through the Tuxtla
region, took photographs of the Cabeza Colosal and other stone
monuments, and made a collection of pottery and figurines which they
appear to have obtained largely by purchase. Theil' reports make
no mention of the many mounds llear Tl'es Zapotes (SeIer-Sachs,
1922) .

Probably the first to sense the genuine archeological importance of
the locality was Albert vVeyerstall (1932), whose observations did
much to intensify the writer's interest in the site.•

Early in 1938 the writer visited the site and determined to undertake
excavations there. The National Geographic Society became inter
ested in the project and agreed to finance it. In December 1938, a camp
was established and the first of two seasons' work begun.
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FlGUR,; 2,-lIIap of the Trcs Zapotes arcbeological site.

plain, at its widest less than a mile across, is a nearly level alluvial
formation through which the arroyo has cut a narrow steep-banked
channel. The abrupt banks of its bed and absence of meanders give
the stream a quite recent appearance. Flanking the plain on either
side are the much eroded remnants of once extensive sandstone blocks
whose tops rise perhaps 40 to 50 feet above the present plain. That

on the west is in the form of a small plateau rising in two or, in some
places, three terraces. It has a general nort.heastward trend, closing in
on the arroyo at the upper end. There are two main tables: One a
little less than a mile long and a half mile wide, with numerous spurs
and ridges along its southeastern face; the other, a small irregularly
shaped mesa at the nort.heastern end of the plateau. The sandstone of
which the plateau is constructed outcrops at numerous points along
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GEOGRAPHY OF THE SITE

1 The climate is of the "Tropical" (as opposed to "Equatorial") t)'pe, with one wet season,
Juue to December, and a dry season, January to Mar.

2 According to Frierllander, this substructure is of Miocene origin (Friedlander and
SondeI', 1924, p, 1(5).

The Tres Zapotes nrcheological site lies in the west-central portion
of the district of Los Tuxtlas nearly at the foot of Tuxtla Mountain.
Although within the coastal plain physiographic area,t the district in
which the site lies, in fact most of the region, is a low upland (pI. 2, b).
Instead of the flat plains crisscrossed with sloughs that border the
Bay of Alvarado and flank the Papaloapan and lower San Juan Rivers,
there are series after series of small but abrupt ridges and plateaus.
These are the remnants of a heavily eroded peneplain of sedimentary
origin.2 Above tower the volcanic formations whose major peaks are
Tuxtla and San Martin. Down the sides of the peaks race innumerable
streams. As they flow through the gullies and narrow valleys that sep
arate the sedimentary ridges, they retain their mountain-stream ap
pearance, clear and brisk-flowing, quite unlike the sluggish muddy
rivers of the lowlands into which they disembogue.

Despite the slight change in elevation, there appear to be but few
Horal differences between lowland and "upland." The fertile lowland,
now for the most part cleared for cultivation, once supported a dense
jungle growth (Kroeber, 1939, maps 2, 3, 5). Recently cut-over areas
in the uplands have come back in low tangled second growth, but
stands of tall virgin jungle remain here and there. The upland fauna,
too, seems fairly typical of the coast plain in general, with deer, tapir,
jaguar, and monkey formerly the common larger forms. The chief
effect of the upland landscape, insofar as it affects human settlement,
would seem to be that the amount of fertile land, the sort repaying
primitive cultivation, is restricted. Consequently, the aboriginal pop
ulation must have been concentrated in the favored localities. We may
infer, too, that such places would probably be occupied for long periods,
if the region was inhabited at all. A village could not straggle along
indefinitely, following the new clearings as old milpas became ex
hausted. The natives would have to stay in the same place, or move
clear out to another valley. Thus, given a sizable population, condi
tions seem favomble for the formation of deep archeological deposits,
That there was a dense population in the region is attested by the many
sites. ''Vithin a 10- or 12-mile radius of Tres'Zapotes there lue eight
other known sites, most of which have mound groups whose construc
tion obviously involved a great number of man-hours of labor.

The site of Tres Zapotes itself extends more than 2 miles along the
floor and adjacent slopes of the narrow valley of the Arroyo Hneyapan
above the modern village of Tres Zapotes (see fig. 2). The valley
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the edges of the terraces. At one place a little more than halfway to
the upper end the sheer face of a ridge running out from the main
body suggests faulting. Elsewhere, however, there are no sheer faces
or abrupt angles. The worn rounded edges of the plate:1.U, the shallow
gullies that have cut back into its rim to leave a series of fingerlil,:e
ridges extending into the plain, point to erosion as the chief factor in
modeling the present landscape. A thick layer of clay caps the sand
stone. On the main body of the pleateau, the clay is a bright butter
yellow with occasional streaks of fine angular red-brown gravel. This
clay may be metamorphosed volcanic ash. The upper few inches of
the clay are gray to black in color, apparently owing to the intrusion
of humus materials. On the northeastern outlier of the plateau the
soil is likewise clay but of a bright brick-red color. Whether the two
clays are of different origin has not been determined. Adjacent ridges
to the north also are covered with red clay.

It is along the southeastern slopes of this plateau, the plain at their
foot, and on the northeastern outlier, that the greater part of the
archeologic remains are found. There are a few mounds and occupa
tional deposits on the east side of the arroyo, but not nearly so many
as on the west. The eastern rim of the plain is formed by a system of
spurs and ridges that swing through a wide arc from behind the village
to a point nearly opposite the northeast end of the western plateau. At
this point the arc is intersected by a series of bluffs with nearly vertical
northwestern faces, whose tops dip steeply to the southeast. Theil'
appearance suggests a fault line 'which must run diagonally across
the valley, connecting with the previously mentioned block on the west
side. Not far downstream from this supposed fault a basalt dike has
been exposed in the arroyo bed. This is the only such formation in the
vicinity. Whether it bears any relation to the fault formation is not
known. To the south, just beyond the north end of Tres Zapotes
village, there is a "laguna," really a basin that fills in the wet season.
A U-shaped sandstone reef, covered with sherds and some traces of
refuse, closes the southern end of the "lake."

Earth mounds, carved stone monuments, and refuse deposits com
pose the archeological remains at Tres Zapotes. The mounds art'
arranged in irregular groups for the most part, but there arc also
a fair number of small mounds which do not appear to be situated
with reference to any group. It should be made clear at the outset
that none of the assemblages of mounds that we designate as "groups"
were laid out on a precise geometric plan. The units are stragglc<l
about at unequal distances, although in several cases they appeur
to have been meant to outline a rather lopsided court. There is no
indication of attempts at orientation. One very definite mound
group pattern does appear, however, and is made significant by its
recurrence at other sites in this region. This custom consisted in

building a relatively high steep mound, often circular but sometimes
four-sided in plan, udj acent to a long narrow mound. Smaller
mounds, usually rather low domes, were built as flankers, often in
pairs, to complete the group.

The Tres Zapotes mounds are not large compared to the pyramids
of the classic Maya area, but some of them are of moderate size. The
two highest are in the neighborhood of 40 feet at their crests, and
something over 150 feet along their baselines (both are square in
plan). The most imposing of the long mounds is 425 feet long by
57 feet wide, and 25 feet high. At the other extreme are the small
mounds barely 6 to 8 feet high and 40 to 50 feet across. None of
the mounds were stone faced, nor are there remains of any major
stone structures, aside from a few small areas flagged with slabs or
blocks of sandstone, a small stone platform, and two small
stairways found in the 1939 season which had sandstone-paved treads.
It is interesting to note that in but one case is there anything re
sembling a borrow-pit near a mound. Such depressions might have
been filled with alluvium, yet one would expect to see some traces of
them even after a long period of time.

STONE JlIONUMENTS

The stonc monuments of Tres Zapotes occur singly and are widely
scattered over the large site. Most of them are carved from basalt, a
rock which is ubundant in the region, especially around the base of
nearby Tuxtla Mountain. All of the monuments have suffered inten
tional mutilation in greater or less degree, suggesting the work of
an invading people. Likewise, it is probable that many of them had
been moved from their original locations. Exceptions are Stela A,
which probably retains its approximate original location in front
of a large mound, the Colossal Head which still stands on a crude
foundation of rocks, and, of course, Monument E, the large numeral
in the arroyo bed, carved from the living rock. Because of their
condition and location and because of the art style employed, it is
the writer's impression that most if not all of the larger monuments
belong to the early middle period of occupation of the site. The
stone columns which are found at various places on the site are
possibly of later date. For the sake of convenient reference, all of
the larger worked stones, with the exception of the stelae, have been
classified as monuments regardless of their nature. These include
human and animal figures, stone boxes, altars, basins, and the carvings
found in the arroyo.

STELA A

This large and interesting monument was discovered lying on its
back, at the southern base of MOlllld L, Group 2. Formerly it had
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FIGURE 3.-Stela A. Tl'es Zapotes.

stood with the carved surface facing toward the west. It had fallen
on its back, with the result that the decorated face was very badly
eroded and mutilated (pI. 12 and fig. 3). In common with practi
cally all of the monuments at Tres Zapotes, it had evidently been
intentionally broken. A large section from the middle of the south
side of the stela had been broken off and carried away. The upper
portion is carved in the form of a giant mask panel, which is some
what reminiscent of that on the face of Stela C and which is best
described by reference to the illustration (fig. 3). Below this mask
panel is a curving and projecting ledge, and at the lower portion
of the monument is another similar projecting ledge. In the
middle of the flat area lying between those two projections
is carved a human figure in almost full relief. Unfortunately, it is
badly mutilated and weathered. The head is missing, having been
located at the position where the stela had broken in two. The
smooth area on either side of this central figure had been covered
with elaborate carving in low relief, most of which has noVi
weathered to such an extent as to be indistinguishable. However, the
central motives consist of a standing figure, on either side, facing
toward the central figure. One of these figures is apparently hold
ing a human head suspended, while the other grasps a small baton
like object. All three figures are standing on the lower ledge. The
central figure is in full face, while the other two are shown in profile.
The two sides of the monument were also formerly covered by carv
ings, the majority of which have been mutilated to such an extent
as now to be unrecognizable. However, the figure of a crouching
jaguar and portions of two reclining human figures are still quite
well preserved (pI. 12, b). The back of the monument is perfectly
smooth and scored here and there with longitudinal striations. Dur
ing the course of excavation, it was discovered that thousands of
obsidian flakes and prismatic blades had been packed all around the
edges of the monument after it had fallen, particularly around the
upper end, where probably 2 bushels were removed. Four figurine
heads of early type were found at the foot, and also the solid
effigy head of a king vulture. Although a large excavation was made
around the base, no sign of a foundation was discovered. The
dimensions of Stela A are as follows:
Length of lower fragmenL__________________________________ 8 feet 3 inche~.

Length of upper fragmenL b_________________ 9 feet 4 inches.
Depth of ledge on which the figures stand u____________ 1 foot 1 inch.
Width of stela at base of figures hU u_ 6 feet 9 inches.
Thickness of base__u______________________________________ 3 feet 4 inches.
Thickness of flat surface --------------- 1 foot 6 inches.
Total length -_-..-- 17 teet 7 inches.
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The material from which this stela is carved is different from any
of the other monuments at Tres Zapotes, being a volcanic breccia.

STELA B

Lying about 25 yards southE'ast of the base of Mound C, Group 3,
is a stela 5 feet long by approximately 3 feet in width (pI. 7, b).
It consists of a slab of olivine basalt about 10 inches in thickness.
This is the same material as Stela C. The base has been squared
off and the top rounded by chipping away the edges of the stone.
Both surfaces of the steJa are smooth and flat. During the process
of excavating this slab, it was discovered that the base had rested
upon a foundation of unworked stones.

STELA. C

This fragment is the most interesting monument at Tres Zapotes
because it has carved upon it a bar and dot Initial Series date. It was
the only monument at the site accompanied by an altar. It has been
made the subject of a special paper by the writer (Stirling, 1940 a) and
so will not be described here. The stela is now in the Natiolml
Museum in Mexico City.

STELA D

About a mile and a half in a northeasterly direction from Group 1,
lies Mound Group 4. This consists of five rather small mounds,
grouped around a plaza. In the middle of this plaza lies Stela D.
It is carved from basalt and is in a generally good state of preserva
tion, although it has been mutilated at a few points. In its entirety
the Stela represents the head and open mouth of a grotesque animal,
probably a jaguar. On the flat surface, constituting the back of the
mouth, are carved three human figures in low relief. The two right
hand figures are standing, each with the right foot slightly in advance
of the left. On the left side, a third figure is kneeling, facing them.
The central figure is shorter than the other two and is wearing a skirt,
which hangs to the knees and is fastened by a sash around the waist.
The figure standing on the right has the right elbow bent and is carry
ing a long staff in the right hand. The left arm hangs by the side,
the hand holding a small decorated rectangular object with a circular
handle. Armlets are worn on the upper arm and a broad necklace
hangs over the neck. All three ,veal' elaborate headdresses and behind
each figure is a large circular object. The scene depicted is a peaceful
one. The central figure appears to be a woman. Over these figures
and under the projecting lip of the monster is shown what looks like a
pot-bellied gnomelike figure, placed horizontally, facing downward,
and carved in higher relief than the three human figures. The cheeks

of the animal are decorated with a series of curious conventional
designs, both on the front and sides, and the front surface of the
lower lip likewise has a somewhat mutilated conventional design
(pI. 14 and fig. 4). The back of the monument is smooth and undeco
rated. The workmanship on this stela is of a high order. The figures

FIGur<El 4.--Stela D. Tres Zapotes.



16 BUREIAU OfF AME'RiI'CAN ETHNOLOGY [BULL.13S S'rlRLINO] STONE MONUMENTS OF SOUTHEHN MEXICO 17

show an appreciation of perspective, are well modeled, and are free
from stiffness. Together with Monument C and the Colossal Head,
Stela D constitutes one of the most interesting art objects from Tres
Zapotes. Weyerstall calls this Monument 4. The dimensions of
Stela D are as follows:

Inchea
Height_________________________________________________________________ 58
Width .___________________ 39
Thickness at middle --<_______________________________________________ 14
Height of open mouth un , u 33
Projection of lower ledge ,__________________________________________ 9

STElA E

On the east side of the arroyo, in a position about midway between
Groups 2 and 3, a high narrow promontory abuts on the arroyo. On
the flat area at the top of this promontory is a small mound. Lying
near the western foot of this mound was a well-worked slab of basalt,
constituting a portion of a Stela. It is possible that this fragment was
the lower portion of the monument intended to be set in the ground,
as it is broken off just at the point where the decorative carving on
the stone began. On each side a portion of this carved surface remains
(pI. 7, c). The slab is about 4 feet long by 2 feet wide, and is 10 inches
in thickness.

MONUMENT .A

The most striking single object at Tres Zapotes is the Colossal Head
(pI. 4). This remarkable sculpture is one of the major art objects
of the New ·World. It is carved from a block of gray basalt and is
exceptional for the realism of its treatment. At first impression the
features seem quite negroid in appearance, but in general the head may
be considered to represent an unusually fine example of the broad
nosed, short-faced figures, evidently an early type, that are found over
a considerable area in Middle America. The ears are conventional in
treatment, in contrast to the face. The back of the head is flat and
marked with a number of vertical striations which may indicate hair.
A band is shown around the forehead and the figure appears to be
wearing a close-fitting headdress. The objects projecting on either
cheek apparently represent ear ornaments worn through the lobes of
the ears.

There is an outcropping of basalt in the bed of the arroyo about a
mile distant from Group 1. A large rectangular block has apparently
been quarried out at this place, and it may have been from this that
the head was carved. Otherwise it would appear that this great stone,
weighing more than 10 tOllS, r.1Ust have been moved a distance of
approximately 10 miles from the vicinity of Lirios, where a number of

large blocks of basalt identical in appearance lie upon the surface of
the ground.

Upon completing the excavation of the Colossal Head, it was dis
covered that it had been placed upon a foundation consisting of a layer
of unworked stones at the ancient plaza level, indicating that the head
had been buried by a process of accumulation of earth and not as a
result of sinking. The head is placed in front of the south mound of
Group 1, and faces north. The tip of the nOse and the left eye have
been mutilated. On the top of the head are some superficial cracks
which were probably caused by repeated exposure to fires made in
burning grass or clearing land for milpas.

The first mention of the Tres Zapotes site in print came about as a
result of the discovery of this monument. Writing in January 1871,
Melgar said:

It was in 1862 when I made several trips in the region of San Andres TuxtIa
in the State of Veracruz in Mexico that I heard of a colossal head which bad
been unearthed a few years beforp in the following manner. About a league
and a half from a sugar plantation (Hueyapan) on a shoulder of the San Martfn
Mountains, while making a clearing for a milpa, a workman told of having
found projecting above the ground what seemed to be the bottom of a huge
inverted iron kettle. He notified the owner of the plantation who ordered its
excavation, when in place of a kettle the above-mentioned head was found. It
remains inside the hole made in exposing it because being made, in my opinion,
from granite and being two yards in height with the other proportions corre
sponding, although they attempted to move it, they found it impossible to do so.
Thus the situation remained. The discovery was mentioned but nothing was
done about it. As I have already mentioned, on one of my trips in search of
antiquities I arrived at this same plantation and requested the owner to guide
me to the head. We went to it and on seeing it I was amazed. As a work of
art it is without exaggeration a magnificent sculpture as may be judged by the
photograph which accompanies this.' But what amazed me most was the
Ethiopian type which it represented. [Melgar, 1871.]

The remainder of Melgar's article consists of an attempt to prove
the former existence of a Negro population in Middle America.

MONUMENT B

Two large stone boxes were unearthed during the course of exca
vations. One of these (Monument B) was found close to the arroyo
on an artificially elevated area lying to the east of the Burnt Mounds
(pI. 7, a). All four sides of the box had been broken in such a manner
that none of the upper edge remained. The box had been carved from
a massive block of basalt and had a very heavy bottom in proportion
to the sides, which were of unequal thickness. Judging from the

• There is no photograpb accompanying tbe article, but an engraving sbows among other
stone archeological specimens standing on a table, a miniature model of the Colossal Head
which seems fairly accurately done.
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manner in which the inner and outer surfaces were finished, the box
had apparently been completed when broken. There is no decorative
carving whatever on the portion which remains. The box is generally
rectangular in shape, with slightly outward flaring sides. The outside
corners are rounded, so as to give it somewhat of a "bathtub" shape.
The inside bottom is rectangular and perfectly flat. The height can
not be determined but the other dimensions are as follows:
Bottom length, outside . 4 feet 1 inch.
Bottom width, outside n n_________________ 2 feet 3 inches.
Bottom length, inside n n n __n_ 3 feet 8 inches.
Bottom width, inside 23 inches.
Outside length (approximate) n_________________ 5 feet.
Bottom thicknesss n 16 inches.

One end is completely missi.ng and one side almost so. None of the
missing fragments were encountered.

MONUMENT C

. The second stone box (Monument C) was found in Group 2, lying
Just south of Mound C. This box was seen by the Selers in 1908, and
had become reburied, excepting for a few inches of the highest portions
of one end and one side. Weyerstall refers to it as Monument 5. It is
approximately the same size and shape as Monument B, but differs from
it in that the entire outer surface, excepting for the bottom, is covered
with elaborate, carved decorations in low relief. Like Monument B,
it is made from a singlQ block of basalt, and is broken so that the upper
edges are all missing. One side is almost completely gone. The
major portion of the other side and the two ends still remain, and the
carvings which decorate them are in very good condition. Tll('se
carvings make Monument C one of the most striking objects rctov
ered at Tres Zapotes.

Side A.-The principal ieatures 0:£ the carvings consist of a numbpt'
of figures of men, 01' deities, apparently engaged in combat, amidst
un elaborate series of scroll-like designs. The writer does not fee)
competent to attempt an interpretation of these carvings, but the
scrolls along the bottom of the two long sides appear to represPIlt
water, and, from what remains 0:£ the principal side, it is possi }']l\

that the upper edge was decorated with a corresponding sky-b;\ lid,
as the upper central feature displays a grotesque face, which JII:IY

represent the sun, or a sky god. From the center of the conventioIlal
ized mouth projects a curling forked tongue and a 3-pointed figllrt~,

with each point terminating in a dot. From each side of the 1II01lt h
there depends ha1:£ of a broad bifurcated tongue, each end of \"hid,
terminates in a figure which may represent an outward-facing phlllied
serpent head in profile, with four fangs curling from the fore part

of the mouth, and an elongated tongue depending :£rom the back 0:£
the mouth. 1£ these are correctly identified, the scrolls, which con
stitute a major portion of the design on all :£our sides 0:£ the box, may
represent the coils 0:£ plumed serpents. Outside of each serpent head
is an inverted human figure. These two figures :£ace toward each
other. Each wears an elaborate headdress. The first figure has on a
helmet in the :£orm 0:£ an animal head, :£rom which projects a curious
spade-shaped ornament. His le:£t arm is flexed across the breast,
holding in place 11 straight rod, which passes under a rectangular
objed which may be an ornament depending :£rom the headdress.
The right arm is upraised and the hand grasps the handle 0:£ a round
headed club or mace. The knees are flexed in a position indicating
action. The other figure is shown in a similar posture, the lower
portion of the legs being broken off. One arm is flexed across the
breast, holding some unidentified object, while the other arm is
upraised, the hand grasping the middle of a slender staff, which is
pointed at each end. The facial features are somewhat coarser than
those of the first figure. The headdress is less clearly defined, that
portion of the box having been worn almost smooth. A curious con
cave ornament hangs from the headdress in the position of a pendant
ear ornament (pIs. 5, 17, a).

Side B.-The remaining portion of side B (pI. 17, b) shows that the
design on this side must have been similar in composition to side A. In
one corner can be clearly seen the facial profile and headdress of a man
with upraised arm and hand, grasping a rod similar to that held by
the second figure, side A. The "water" scroll along the bottom is intact
and in the other corner can be seen a spade-shaped headdress ornament
like that worn by the first figure, side A, and a hand grasping a rod or a
club handle. The small portion remaining of this side is very well
preserved.

Side O.-On this end of the box is carved a central figure kneeling
within the arch of a large scroll. The left arm, slightly flexed, extends
backward, the hand grasping a long spearlike object which points
forward and upward. The right elbow is bent, the right hand rest
ing on the upraised knee. This figure wears a headdress terminating
in the same spade-shaped ornament shown on the first figure, side A.
The :£ace is looking upward, toward a figure in the upper left-hand cor
ner of the design. This figure is shown from the waist up, the lower
portion of the body being concealed by a large scroll. He is wearing
a curious nose ornament and his gaze is directed downward at the first
figure. The left arm is flexed across the breast, the right elbow bent,
and forearm upraised. Both hands grasp a long spearlike object,
the lower point of which apparently touches the right knee of the first
figure. In the upper right-hand corner is shown the upper part of an-
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other human figure, also with gaze directed downward at the first figure.
The right arm is raised upward, as though lifting his animal headdress.
Under his flexed left arm he holds a good-sized rectangular object.
This figure appears to have a pointed beard and the ear is quite
realistically depicted (pI. 18, a).

Side D.-This side is decorated with a large triple scroll similar
to that on the opposite end of the box. Within the central loop is
a figure in human form, grasping a slender staff. The face, in profile,
is looking backward over the left shoulder. This face, the best
preserved of the eight human faces which appear on the box, is
strongly ~ifayoid in character and resembles the "Roman Nose" God
so frequently depicted in Maya art. He is wearing an ornate head
dress, which is surmounted by a bird head over the forehead.
The wrists and forearms are decorated with bracelets. Apparently
a necklace is shown on the chest, with a concave pendant object
similar to that worn by the second figure, side A. In the upper left
hand corner is shown the upper portion of another figure, with one arm
upraised, the other reaching forward, the hand touching the point
of the staff carried by the first figure. In front of this figure is a large
rectangular object, possibly a shield, grasped by the left hand. The
portion of the box on which the features of this personage were
carved has been worn quite smooth, but the outline of the profile is
still fairly clear, showing either a projecting chin or a beard. The
upper right-hand corner of this end of the box is missing. It is
probable that this contained a third figure, analogous to those shown
on the three remaining end corners. (PI. 18, b.)

In its entirety, this box constitutes a magnificent art object. The
complex design is beautifully balanced and, although very intricate,
it is executed with fine taste and feeling. The scrolls are modified
just enough from geometric exactness to produce a sweeping grace
ful effect. The position of the figures is easy and graceful. The
composition indicates deep imagination and symbolic thought. As
an object of art, it is thoroughly sophisticated, and represents the
work of a master craftsman. The dimensions of the box are as
follows:
Bottom length, outside_________________________________ 4 feet.
Bottom length, inside . n n_n n. 3 feet 3 inches.
Maximum top length, outside . 5 feet.
Bottom width, inside u_n_n_hu • 2 feet 2 inches.
Top width, outside (approximate) uh h__ 3 feet 2 inches.
Bottom thickness_u h • • 12 inches.
Thickness of sides n __u . 6 inches to 8 inches.

The ends are somewhat thicker than the sides.

It is impossible to estimate exactly the height of the box, because
no portion of the upper edge remains. At present the greatest re
maining outside height is 29 inches.

This monument is now in the National Museum in Mexico.

MONUMENT D

About 10 feet south of Monument B was excavated a barrel-~haped

stone, 2 feet 10 inches in height, carved from basalt. The bottom
is flat and the top contains a circular basinlike depression about 3
inches deep, with a rim 3% inches wide. Most of the rim had been
battered off, but about 12 inches of the top surface is intact. It is
possible that this stone served as a receptacle for offerings but it
seems more likely that it was a sacrificial stone, as it would be of the
correct dimensions for this purpose, and the basinlike bowl on the
top would serve for collecting blood. Since the analogous carved
stone boxes of the Mexican Plateau area were known to have been for
the purpose of storing sacrificial blood, the existence of this stone in
definite relationship to one of these boxes lends support to the idea
that the Tres Zapotes stone boxes also were intended for this purpose
(pI. 10, b).

o

FIGURE 5.-Monument E. Numerical Inscription carved on base rocl, on the bed of the
arroyo. Tres Zapotes.

MONUMENT E

Just east of the Burnt Mounds the arroyo cuts through a massive
rock formation. Carved from the living stone on the bed of the
arroyo, and 3 to 4 feet under the surface of the stream at low water,
is a rectangular slab, approximately 6 feet long and 5 feet wide, that
projects 10 inches above the bedrock. On this is carved in relief, 2%
inches high, a dot and two bars, as shown in figure 5.
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. This interesting numerical inscription apparently was carved at a
time when the bed of the arroyo was in another position. Its loca
tion seems to equate it without much doubt to the deeply buried
habitation level covered with a layer of consolidated volcanic ash.
Trench 26, where the principal stratigraphic excavation was made
penetrating this early level, was almost directly opposite this carving.
The physical evidence connecting the numeral with this earliest
ceramic horizon has been discussed in some detail by Drucker in his
report on Tres Zapotes ceramics (Drucker, Bull. 140, in press). This
is an important point because it demonstrates the use of bar and dot
numerals at the site during its earliest period of occupancy. This in
creases the probability that Stela C likewise belongs to this period,
and makes the contemporaneity of its late Baktun 'i date more
probable.

MONUMENT F

This is one of two large grotesque figures in the form of a head
~it~ sh?ulders and flexed arms, and with a long flat tenonlike pro
JectIOn mstead of a body. It is possible that these stones may have
constituted decorative details at an entrance or the base of a stair
way, being anchored by means of the tenons. However, the latter
ar: .smooth and well finished, and it seems more likely that they were
utilIzed as seats ?r altars. Monument F has a depression on the top
of th: hea:l,. whIch may have served to receive offerings (pI. 8, a).

TIns stnkmg and powerfully modeled stone formerly lay in the
flat area west of Mound M, Group 2, about 50 yards from the mound.
In 1937 the natives of Tres Zapotes decided to move the stone to the
village. By means of a large number of oxen they dragged it across
the arroyo, but were unable to ascend the steep south bank. It was
aband~ned on the bed of the arroyo where it now reposes, covered by
water m the wet season. This figure was seen by ",Veyerstall before
its removal and was illustrated by him. He refers to it as Monu
ment 2. The stone is 8 feet 3 inches long and 3 feet 1 inch wide at
the shoulders.

MONUMENT G

This monument, belonging to the same class as Monument F was
found lying on its side between Mounds Band C of Group 2. It
,;as par~ly ~lP ~he west slope of Mound B but near the base, a posi
tIOn ':'hlCh mdlcated that formerly it may have been placed on top
of thlS small mound. The features are so badly defaced that the
face cannot be re:onstructed. This is referred to by Weyerstall as
Monument 3. It IS 6 feet 11 inches long, 3 feet 3 inches wide 'lt the
shoulders, and 3 feet 10 inches high at the head (pI. 8, b).

MONUMENT H

Near the base of the southernmost mound of the Burnt Mounds
Group was found the image of an owl, carved in gray basalt. This
figure resembles in technique the so-called Olmec or "baby-face" fig
urines found in Veracruz and other parts of Mexico. The eyes are
oval in shape and slant upward from the base of the beak. The ears
are indicated in a long, narrow, rectangular fashion. The front of
the body consists of a double concavity, while the back of the imaO'e
is flat. The lower portion, which may have included the feet, h~s
been broken away. The remaining portion of the stone is 29 inches
in height and 17 inches in width (pI. 10, c).

MONUMENTS I, J, AND K

The lower portions of two seated figures, carved in basalt, were
found. These bear a striking resemblance to the torsos of certain
solid pottery figurines from the excavations. One of these, Monu
ment I, lay in a cornfield near the base of a mound about 400 yards
west of Group 3. This had been broken into two pieces, which fitted
together perfectly. It evidently represented a male figure wearing a
breechcloth. On the side of each thigh is a small raised carving, which
appears to have represented the ends of a headdress hanging down the
side. The back of the stone is hollowed out in the form of a circular
basinlike depression (pI. 9, a, b).

In excavating a small low mound in the great plaza just to the west of
Mound A, Group 1, at a depth of about 4 feet another somewhat :oimi
lar figure, Monument J, was unearthed. This, however, appeared to
have been flat on the back, and the lap constituted a basinlike depres
sion. The arms extended straight forward, the hands resting on the
knees. The crossed legs of the figure were not actually indicated as
in that previously described. This image had been painted red ~nd
considerable sections of the red paint still adhered to the stone ~vhen
it was discovered. The fragment measures 16 inches in height 16
inches from front to back, and 18:lh inches across (pI. 9, c). '

On the surface of this same low mound was found another fraO'
ment, Monument K, consisting of the head and shoulders of a sto~e
figure. Although the shoulders and the back are well modeled no
features whatever are indicated on the head. Whether or not 'this
~'epre~ents an ~~ni~hedca~ving,or whether it was intentionally made
111 thIS form, It IS ImpOSSIble to say. The entire bust measures 17
inches in height and 17 inches in width. The head is 8 inches in width
and 14 inches high. The projection of the lower part of the face
is about 5 inches (pI. 9, (}).
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ROUND COLUMNS

FIGURE 6.-Monument O. One of two similar stone carVings on the bed of the arroyo.
Tres Zapotes.

part of the curve is filled with a stone "web," and to the longer arm,
as part of the monolithic carving, is attached a short cylindrical piece.
One of these stones is about 5 feet in length from the base of the curve
to the tip of the longest arm; the other is about a foot shorter.

SECrtON A-A

At various points throughout the archeological zone, cylindrical
columns and column fragments were found. In two places these were
in situ. Mound E, Group 3, has on its southern front two rows of very
large boulders, which lead from the base to the top. Each of these
rows terminates with a column on the exact summit of the mound.

On the southern side of Mound D, Group 3, were three round
columns, two of which are still standing in a vertical position. Some
of these columns are crudely finished but in a few instances they are
well worked. None of them are ornamented in any manner by decora
tive carvings. Most of them appear to have been ma.de from columnar
basalt (pI. 15,0).

MONUMENT L

A little more than a half mile above Group 3 on the west bank of
the Arroyo Hueyapan is a good-sized mound about 40 yards from the
arroyo bank. On the level ground between this mound and the arroyo
were two stone objects. Monument M is a seated figure, somewhat
reminiscent in style of that from La Venta which is now in the town
of Villa Hermosa (Blom, 1926, figs. 79, 80). The features, although
somewhat eroded, are of modified "baby-face" style. The head is
rather long and flat. It is about 4 feet high. The arms and legs were
broken off, presumably in ancient times. During the interval between
our two seasons of work at Tres Zapotes, one of the natives dragged it
by means of oxen to the edge of the village, where the head broke off
and where the figure now lies (pI. 11, b-d).

The second monument from this location, Monument N (pI. 10, a)
is a cylindrical stone basin or offertory, 19 inches high, 22 inches in
diameter, with a basin 4 inches deep and 13 inches in diameter. The
bottom is smooth and slightly concave. This stone basin is quite
similar to Monument D, although it is smaller.

MONUMENTS M AND N

MONUMENTS 0 AND P

Near the top of one of the mounds in the Burnt Mounds Group,
one of the workmen noticed a projecting piece of stone, which upon
pxcavation turned out to be the representation of a dwarflike pot
bellied human figure with bent elbows and hands placed over the
stomach. The surface of the stone is considerably eroded but the
general outlines of the figure are pretty much unaltered. The back
is somewhat flat, and it stands upon a circular base, which is also flat.
The material is gray basalt. The image is 26 inches in height, 13
inches across the flat portion of the back, and the head is 11 inches
in diameter (pI. 11, a).

At a point almost half a mile northeast of the Long Mound, the
arroyo eu ts through a mass of basalt in the bottom of the gorge. The
water has ca.rved a narrow trough through the solid stone at this point,
about 8 or 10 feet deep. On the top of the east bank of the arroyo here,
is a small mound which has been partially cross-sectioned by the arroyo.
Below the mound and lying on the bottom of the stone trough are
several large stones, including two peculiar carved objects, just alike
excepting for their size (fig. 6). At the lowest water, they are about
5 or 6 feet below the surface of the swift-running stream, and it is
necessary to dive under in order to examine them carefully. They are
U-shaped pieces of basalt, but with arms of unequal length. The lower

STONE PLATFORM

Excavation of a small mound lying just east of the Long Mound
revealed that it covered a rectangular platform made of earth and
faced with stone masonry. This platform measured 24 feet in length
by 18 feet in width, and was 3 feet 10 inches in height. On the west
side of the platform an abutment was constructed, up which a flight of
four steps led to the top of the platform. These stairs, constructed of
flat slabs of sandstone, were 6 feet in width and about 8 inches in depth.
They were constructed in such a manner that each slab overlapped
the succeeding one, covering half of the step below, thus making a very
firm, locked stairway. In laying the sandstone slabs with which the

516040-44-3
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platform was faced on all foul' sides, the ancient masons were appar
ently careful to break the joints so as to strengthen the wall. No lime
was used to bind the stones (pI. 13, b).

STONE STAIRWAY

In completing a cross section of Mound A, Group 1, a stairway con
sisting of five steps, composed of flat sandstone flagstones set in clay,
was encountered. These five steps are curved so as to form part of the
segment of a circle, and lead to the top of a primary mound which
was constructed of heavy red clay and was flat on top. Each step is
about 30 feet in length. The construction of this stairway is much
more primitive in nature than that on the platform above described.
In this case no true masonry is employed and the stones do not overlap
(pI. 15, a).

STONE FIRE PIT

In almost the center of Mound F on the Ranchito terrace was a large
circular fireplace, walled in by stones set up on edge so as to make an
enclosure 5 feet in diameter and 2 feet deep. It was almost filled with
burned earth, sherds, figurine fragments, and pieces of broken manos
and metates (pI. 15, d).

LA PUENTE

About 1 hour's ride north of Hueyapan is a mound group at a place
known as La Puente on the Hacienda San Pedro de Agllirrez. It is
located on a small stream called Arroyo la Puente. The group consist6
of a larCTe double mound about 50 feet high, with two smaller long

b .

mounds flanking it to the west. At a somewhat greater dIstance to
the west is a high pyramidal mound. In the middle of the little court
formed by the flanker mounds is a stone monument. '\Vhen we found
this it was almost completely buried. On excavation it proved to be
a piece of basalt carved in the form of an arm, with bent elbow and
closed fist (pI. 13, a.) There is an ornament around the wrist and
another around the upper arm. It is not a fragment but was made
complete in this form. One side is well finished, the other rounded
off and smooth, showing that the stone was intended to lie flat. It is
44 inches long, 31 inches wide, and the diameter of the arm at the
shoulder is 16 inches.

TLAPACOYA

From the nearby village of Tlapacoya Arriba, at the foot of Tuxtla
Mountain, came one day a native carrying on his saddle the not incoll
siderable burden of a stone jaguar. The head and forequarters aro
quito 'Yell carved, but the hind quarters taper off into a postlike 1>1"0-

jection, as though the figure were to be set up vertically in the ground
(pI. 15, b.) This is the only stone carving we heard of in this vicinity.

SAN MARCOS

Near the small town of San Marcos, 'which lies about 4 hours' ride
in a southeasterly direction from Tres Z~lpotes, we conducted excava
tions for about a week. At this site there are only a few very small
mounds and some small but rich sherd deposits. In the course of
excavations, a crude head of basalt (pI. 16, c) "as encountered. This
head differs considerably in appearance from any other sculpture we
have seen in the region.

THE ARROYO SAN JUAN AND THE Rro TECOLAPAN

On March 24 (1939) we left on l!ol"seb:!('k for an exploratory trip
through the region lying between Tr('s Z"potcs and Alvarado. We
rode first to La Proviclencia, nr:\ r Sail .J lIn!l de los Reyes. Here there
is a group of mounds ncar the Arroyo San J urm. They are on the
south bank of the stream, about 400 yards from the arroyo. The
group consists of a steep, conical mound and, very close to this, in a
northwesterly direction, a larger, lower, flat-topped mound. These
mounds are about 25 feet and 20 feet in height, respectively. Close by,
in an easterly direction, are two other low and rather formless mounds.
Our guide said that 3 years ago a considerable number of hollow fig
urines, averaging about 10 inches in height, were found at the north
west base of the steep mound on the side facing the flat-topped mound.
About a mile and a half south of this group, and lying east of the
trail between San Pablo and La Providencia, can be seen another lon~

mound. From La Providencia we rode down the Arroyo San Juan to
Suchapa, 'where there -are some small mounds, and where we saw a
hollow head from a frog figurine. ,\Ye left our horses at Sucbapa
and took a canoe down the San Juan to Macuile, where the San Juan
enters the San Augustine River. Here 'we took a hlUnch headed in
the direction of SaltD Barranca. About a mile below Macuile, on the
west bank of the river, lies a group of mounds, two of which are quite
large. One mound is cross-sectioned by the river, but the bank was
largely overgrown. At EI Paso a railroad bridge for a narrow-gage
sugar line crosses the river. Here we disembarked and walked up
the tracks to Sll.lto Barranca, where we spent the night. The next
mornina we rode 2 miles southeast of town, where there is a groupb

of 25 or 30 mounds, several being very large. These are on the north
bank of the Rio Tecobpan, the largest tributary from the TuxtJu
Mountains north of the Rio Tuxtla. At the south foot of the largest
mound is a large fragment of columnar basalt. The story is told
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that it was broken from the top of a long stela 40 years ago, which
stood mostly buried near the top of the mound. At that time it was
said to have been excavated and the lower part carved with figures.
Before the bottom of the pillar was reached, the excavation caved in
and the lower part was reburied. One old man is said to know the
exact location. I am inclined to doubt that any stone monument
was ever placed on top of a mound in this area.

Riding up the river a mile or two, we came to another less impressive
mound group on the south bank of the Rio Tecolapan. Here, all the
natives agree, three worked stones had been visible in the flat but they
became covered 50 years ago as a result of the silt deposited by occa
sional inundations. One old man is said to know just where they are
buried, but he was in Lerdo when we visited the place. He lives on
the site at present. The woman living there said she remembered the
excavation of the column at the other site and the fact that the stone
had decorations. Many figurines were described to us as found at
these two sites, one life-sized head having been found less than a year
ago at the south bank site. All of them had been broken by children
'and lost. We visited the place on the river bank where this head had
been exposed by the river. The river was abnormally full for this time
of year, but a heavy layer of pottery was visible at the water level about
8 feet under the surface. Among the sherds were fragments of the
upright incensarios of the type which occur so abundantly at Lirios.
Returning to Salto Barranca, we saw one large hollow head of modified
"Totonac" type, also similar to some seen from Lirios. From SaIto
Barranca, we rode to Lerdo, which is built on a group of mounds, and
continued to San Francisco, which joins Lerdo, and where there are
more mounds. Here we learned that a year or so ago a stone figure,
about 3 feet high with an elaborate headdress, had been dug up. One
of the Sugar Mill officials was said to have sent it to Mexico. From
San Francisco we took a bus over a rough road to EI Meson. About
4 or 5 miles northwest of Meson is a very large and important group
of mounds called Cerro de Gallo. These mounds are now mostly
under cultivation for sugarcane and stand out very distinctly. They
continue all the way to Meson and are the most impressive group we
have seen. They can also be said to be on the north bank of the Tecola
pan but not very close to the river. We spent the night at Meson.
The next morning we were driven in a truck to another group of
mounds about a mile further up the river on the north bank also.
Here in a little court lies a very interesting fallen monument. It is a
single piece of columnar basalt 12 feet long and 2 feet in diameter at
the base. It tapers slightly toward the upper end. About 2 feet from
the base, a deep groove goes all around the column. Above this groove
is carved a well-preserved figure or glyph which goes across one flat

surface of the column and laps over slightly on the two adjoining
surfaces. Above this is carved a narrow band and on this is carved
in low relief the standing figure of a man, slightly less than life
size. The head is in profile, the shoulders shown full on, the right
foot in advance of the left. The arms hang by the two sides. The
figure wears an ear plug and headdress. The design probably con
tinues on the adjoining facet, toward which the figure is facing (pI.
16, a). This column is closely similar to one in the hall of monuments
in the National Museum in Mexico said to have come from near
Alvarado. The stela hear SaIto Barranca was undoubtedly also of
this type and may even be the same one now in the Museum. Three
other stone fragments, apparently unworked, lie near this column, and
there is said to be also a round stone with a circle carved on it, but
our guide could not find this in the heavy grass. We heard that
beyond La Florida, further up the river, a man has a stone figure about
3 feet high, and that there is a stone w'ith "letters" on the upper trail
between Meson and San Juan.

We left on horseback for Tres Zapotes. About a half hour's ride on
the trail to San Juan, we crossed the Arroyo de la Sierra, and on the
south side of this stream, at a place called La Sierra, saw an interesting
mound group with at least one very high steep mound newly cleared
for a milpa. Most of the group is under heavy forest. Between this
point and San Juan the trail passes two or three other small mound
groups. Hearing of a stone with "letters" on it, we rode from San
Juan up the arroyo to Saltillo, where there is a very pretty waterfall,
which drops over the edge of an old lava flow. Here I bought from
an old woman a rather ornate small upright Red ware incensario and
a headless "toad god" whistle of San Marcos type. There are several
mounds to be seen near the trail between San Juan and Saltillo, all
rather small. Just across the arroyo from San Juan is a small group
on the right bank.

About a mile and a half beyond Saltillo is a small hill on a natural
ridge. Near the top of this was the inscribed stone. It turned out to be
a natural basalt boulder, roughly spherical in shape, and about 4 feet
in diameter. On it were carved some crude scroll designs (pl. 16, b).
There appear to be more underneath, as the rock has rolled over.
Years ago, according to a native who joined us, someone excavated on
the south side of the hill by the rock and found a number of small
figurines. There are several other boulders on the hill and some large
ones at the foot. All of these are unworked and the natives say this
one stone is the only worked one in the region. Beyond this, about a
half hour's ride, we went to see a fine crater lake about one-half mile in
diameter. It is called Laguna Colorado, because on some days it is
said to look red in color. It was green when we saw it under a good
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sun. It has no outlet and is said to contain many crocodiles and fish
of one species. It is said to be very deep. There are traces of ab
original occupancy all through the foothills, as we frequently saw
sherds on the ground, but no indication of large sites.

Near the edge of the town of Lirios is a large basalt boulder with
petroglyphs (fig. 7), and on a high ridge about 2 miles from the town
is a boulder with the figure of a jaguar (pI. 16, d).

l;'lGUltJi) 7.-Petroglyphs on a large boulder near Lirios.

It is evident that the entire area between the San Augustine River
and the base of the mountains was heavily populated in aboriginal
times, the settlements centering mainly on the arroyos flowing from
the mountains to the river. In almost any spot that one crosses an
arroyo, the bottom will be seen to be littered with sherds. From our
brief survey it would appear that El Meson was a very important
center in aboriginal times.

CONCLUSION

It is unfortunate that it is impossible to relate the stone monuments
of Tres Zapotes and vicinity in a satisfactory manner to the ceramic
cultural column so clearly established at the site (Drucker, Bull. 140,
in press).

However, in at least three instances there is some evidence bearing
on this relationship. Stela A, although fallen and considerably
damaged, is probably in its original position. Excavations around
it indicate that it had been set up on an artificial clay platform and

had fallen on its back. All of the ceramic materials recovered from
the original base level of the stela belong to the late lower or early
middle Tres Zapotes horizons. Monument A, the Colossal Head, is
also pr@bably in its original position. The ceramics in the ground
immediately ilurrounding the head are not significant owing to the
fact that the head had been excavated previously. However, if we
may relate the head to the mounds of Group 1 surrounding the quad
rangle in which it stands, we again find the early ceramic horizon
represented. From the cross-section trench through the east mound
of Group 1 were recovered only solid figurines of lower Tres Zapotes
type and early pottery including quantities of Incised Black ware.

The relationship of Monument N to the earliest Tres Zapotes
horizon has already been discussed.

The limited archeologic evidence all points toward a relatively
early period for the larger stone monument. It appears likely that
all of the major stones were carved before the beginning of upper
Tres Zapotes and probably belong to the Lower and Lower Middle
periods.

CERRO DE LAS MESAS

The site of Cerro de las Mesas lies near the south bank of the
Rio Blanco, some 15 miles east of the Bay of Alvarado. The Rio
Blanco, with its sources in the snows of Citlaltepetl, flows in an
easterly direction into the Bay of Alvarado. During the dry season
from December to May it is for the most part a stream of clear water
too swift and too shanow to be navigable excepting in its extreme lower
reaches. During the remainder of the year it is a muddy torrent,
which inundates much of the bottom land bordering it. The archeol
ogical site is situated on an "island" of relatively high land apparently
of aeolian origin, which from earliest times has been known as "the
Mixtequilla," suggesting a former Mixtec occupation. On this "high"
ground are numerous mound groups, of which at least five, Los
Pajaros, Santana, Cerro de Gallo, Coyol, and Cerro de las Mesas
may be considered of major importance. These groups cover an
area about 15 miles in length from east to west. The spaces between
the principal groups are dotted with lesser mounds to such an extent
that it is practically impossible to tell where one group ends and
another begins. None of the mound groups are systematically
arranged, although rough quadrangles are usual, with flanking long
mounds, as at Tres Zapotes and La Venta and various other sites in
the general southern Veracruz region. Another feature of the
Mixtequilla groups is the building of mounds on large rectangular
platform bases. The highest mound in this region is that of Cerro
de Gallo, which, with its platform base, must reach an elevation of
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about 100 feet. This may be exceeded in volume, however, by the
principal long mound at Cerro de las Mesas. The Cerro de las Mesas
group, which is located approximately in the middle of the area, is,
however, the most impressive and was probably the ceremonial center
for the region. Excepting for a single crude stela at Cerro de Gallo,
it possesses the only stone monuments in the Mixtequilla. The two
mounds forming the north corners of the monument area are each
pyramidal in shape a,nd approximately 80 feet in height. The two
southern mounds forming the other corners of this quadrangle are
smaller in size. Between them lies a fifth mound, elongated in shape.
Between this mound and the southwestern corner mound lies Plaza 2,
containing the majority of the stone monuments. South of this is
Plaza 1, and just beyond is the laguna, which may be a huge borrow
pit. West of the principal quadrangle is the big long mound, which
parallels the quadrangle, forming Plaza 4, the largest of the four
central squares.

The site is most easily reached from the little town of Piedras
Negras on the Veracruz-Tehuantepec Railway. From here it is about
12 miles by car along the road to Ignacio Llave. This road is pass
able only during the dry season and then only part of the time.

During the early 1920's there was considerable oil prospecting in
the Mixtequilla, and a camp was set up at Cerro de Gallo, since re
named "Numero Uno" for the reason that a prospect well was sunk
at this place. The oil men were attracted by the monuments at nearby
Cerro de las Mesas and, according to the natives, many of the stones
were moved by them in search of treasure.

Curiously enough, there does not seem to be any early publication
on the site, in spite of its accessibility. In 1899 Strebel published
pictures of a number of figurines, mostly of the "laughing face"
type from Cerro de las Mesas. If these actually came from Cerro de
las Mesas, they must have come from a cache, as this type of figurine
is quite rare and not at all typical of the site. However, they do
occur abundantIy at the nearby sites of Joaquin, Cerro de Gallo, and
Cocuik

In 1921, E. R. Dunn and Prescott Townsend visited the Mixtequilla
and photographed some of the monuments. These pictures were first
called to the writer's attention by Francis Richardson. In 1924,
D. McH. Forbes, of Portero Viejo, Veracruz, visited the site and
later showed the writer photographs which he had made of some
of the monuments.

In 1927, Dr. Herbert Spinden visited Cerro de las Mesas and,
apart from Strebel's brief early mention, published the only account
of the site which has appeared. This article in the New York Times
contained drawings of Stelae 4 and 6 and descriptions of several of

the other monuments. Dr. Spinden identified a number of the figures
as representations of the god Quetzalcoatl and pointed out the frequent
use of the Venus symbol on the carvings (Spinden, 1927).

STELA 1

This monument, in the middle of Plaza 1, is one of the two stelae
in the plaza. When discovered, but a few inches of the top were
visible. The stone is well dressed and shaped, but the only decora
tion on it is the rudimentary representation of a nose and eyebrows
on the upper part, facing toward the south.

On the lower part of the back of the stone there appears to be
what was once the lower portion of a vertical column in relief.
Except for the extreme lower part, it has been eradicated by a large
concavity, apparently gouged from the back for that purpose after
the stone had originally been shaped. The two stelae in Plaza 1
are the only ones at the site which are undoubtedly in situ.

Near the base of Stela 1 a considerable quantity of lime was en
countered, together with some heavy fragments of an ornate incen
sario. The stela is 63 inches high and has a maximum width of
25 inches (pI. 20, a).

STELA 2

Stela 2 was completely buried at the base of the mound at the
west end of Plaza 1. One of the local natives remembered having
struck a stone there years before in cultivating his milpa, and thus
we were able to locate it. Like Stela 1, it was found standing erect,
evidently in situ. The stone was well dressed, but heavier and
thicker than Stela 1 and perfectly plain. Sitting against the south
west corner of the base was the lower half of an elaborate winged
incensario embedded in a mass of lime made from burned sea shells,
including some of oyster. A few feet away lay the remains of
another incensario in the form of a "Tlaloc"; this had been coated
with a thin white stucco layer. The stela is 60 inches high and 84
inches in circumference. It is almost square in cross section
(pl. 20, b).

STELA 3

This stela stands at the south eRd of Plaza 2 and is carved from a
block of volcanic breccia, the upper part being much eroded. With
this exception, however, the design is pretty well preserved, although
the surface is somewhat rough. The carving represents a standing
figure facing to the left and wearing a buccal mask and circular ear
disk. At first glance it rooks as though he were holding a long spear,
point downward. Closer inspection, however, showri> that what looks
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STELA 5

The stone is 66 inches long, 36 inches wide and 18 inches thick. Th is
figure is reminiscent of one from Santa Lucia Cozumalhualpa, Guate
mala (fig. 8).

FIGURE 9.-Glyph
column on Stela
6, partly re
stored. Cerro
de las Mesas.

The carving on Stela 6 is the best preserved of any
monument at Cerro de las Mesas (pI. 23, and figs. 9; t

11, b). The figure on the stela represents nn elaborately ~J'

costumed individual, shown in proiile facing to the left.
The headdress represents a con ventionalized animal
head surmounted by a serpent whose tail hangs down
behind the headdress to the right, and whose head with
open mouth and projecting bifurcated tongue can be
seen at the left. The upper middle part of the design
is defaced. From the mouth of the figure is a small but com
plex speech scroll. To the left of the figure is a vertical glyph column

STELA 6

This stela has been broken in two pieces, which we fitted together as
closely as possible. An elaborately costumed standing figure is rep
resented, facing to the left with left hand upraised, the fist clenched.
The right index finger points to the middle of a vertical "glyph"
column, which he faces. The designs on this column have been almost
completely effaced, but faint traces of bar and dot numerals can be
detected in the lower half. By analogy with Stelae 6 and 8, it seems
probable that the lower half of this column formerly contained an
Initial Series date, at the beginning of which the figure
is pointing. The personage depicted on the stela wears
an elaborate animal headdress, on top of "..hich is a
plumed serpent with arched body, and on the back of
which is a serpent head with wide-open mouth (pI. 22, a,
and fig. 10, a) .

An extremely interesting feature of this monument
is that it is almost a duplicate, in every elaborate de
tail, of the so-called "Chapultepec" stone, of unknown
provenience, now in the National Museum of Mexico.
For the sake of comparison, a reproduction of the latter
is published here (fig. 10, b). An important item in
this connection is the well-preserved glyph column on
the Chapultepec stone, which gives a clue as to the
probable nature of the glyphs used at Cerro de las
Mesas.

The stela is 86 inches long, 38 inches wide, and 18
inches thick.

STELA 4

FIGURE 8.-Caned monument from Santa Lucia Cozumalllualpa.

This stela has carved on it the representation of a man seated on a
"throne" and facing to the right. He wears a large circular ear orna
ment and a curious wide rectangular headdress. In his left hand he
holds a fan upraised in front of his face; in his right hand he holds a
16ng pointed bag, like that on Stela 11. Over his knee is a large glyph
representing what seems to be an animal head in profile. Over this
is the number 5 expressed by five dots. Not only does Stela 4 resemble
Stela 11 in style, but these are the only two monuments at the site
carved from the same fine-grained basalt (pI. 21, b, and fig. 14, b).

like the lower part of a spear is really an ornamental apron drape, like
those worn by the figures on Stelae 5,6,8, and 10, while the upper part
of the "spear hnndle" which the figure holds in both hands is an
upright tridentlike object analogous to that held by the figure on
Stela 8. The bustle or rear apron string is in the form of a plumed
serpent tail, like that on Stela 9. On the feet are sandals, tied with
elaborate knots in front, and the figure is standing on a rectangular
"jaguar mask" panel. The stela is 73 inches long, 30 inches wide, and
18 inches thick (pI. 21, a, and fig. 10, c).
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carved in the same relief as the figure itself. The glyphs and bar and
dot numerals on it arc in very low relief, so that the elements on the
upper part of the column are in large part indistinguishable. Those
portions which remain can only be seen with the light striking them
at an angle. The bar and dot numerals on the lower half of the
column are still fairly clcar when the right light is thrown across them.
The bars and dots were drawn freehand, the dots being of somewhat
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STELA 7

FIGURE 13.-Mollument 1, four views. Cerro de las Mesas.

the year. In the Maya area there are several inscriptions terminating
in 3 Uayeb, but the writer does not know of any ending in any other
day of the Uayeb period. The day sign at the base of the column
is puzzling. According to the calculation it represents one Oc. The
dot representing the one is closely spaced between the numeral 10
and the day sign. The latter is not very clear. It looks something
like a bat face in profile, with a bare mandible over the lower part
of the face. Of this identification, the writer feels very uncertain.

Just above the Baktun coefficient, where in a Maya date the introduc
ing glyph should be, is a defaced glyph, the exact nature of which is
also uncertain. Parts of other glyphs nbove this can still be discerned.

The back of Stela 6 is not flnt like almost all of the others at the
site, but is irregularly round, the stano having been left in its natural
shap6.

This monument lay face down, looking like an ordinary boulder
in the middle of the monument plaza. When turned over, it was
found to have on its face the well-preserved carving of a standing,

C, Stela 13. d, Monument 2, back. Cerro de las
Mesas.

•. '1.'

L

6

c' ". . t.
~ " j •.

c
FIGURE 12.-<1, ::;tela 1-1. b, Stela 11.

the dot is cOllsi<.lerabJy enlarged. This is reminiscent of the Katun 2
date at Oxintok, Yucatan, in which the Katun <.lots are considerably
enlarged (Hay et al., 1940, pl. 1).

The Initial Series rea<.ls 9-1-12-14-10=1 Oc (3 Uayeb) (fig. 9).
This date is interesting in that it records the next to the last day at
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full-face, male figure. The legs are separated in a wide V, the toes
pointing outward. A belt, with a conventionalized knot in front,
is worn around the hips. A double, flat collar hangs over the chest
and a tear-shaped pendant hangs from each ear. The right hand
grasps what looks like the handle of a stone ax with decorative
plumes hanging from the upper part. (Compare with Stela 2, La
Venta.) The left hand grasps a circular object with a spiral inside
and from which hangs an object like a fringed pouch. This spiral
ornament reminds one somewhat of the Quetzelcoatl cross section of
a conch shell. A headdress like an inverted U hangs over the top
of the head. A groove passes along the middle of it, and it is curi
ously spotted with small circular pits. This same pitting decorates
the upper element of the collar. On top of the headdress is carved
a small head. Over the left shoulder is a circular ornament like a
sunflower with four long narrow "ribbons" hanging from it, each with
a circle and dot in the middle. Originally the carved surface was
highly polished, sections of polished surface remaining on the lower
portions of the design. The basalt from which this monument was
carved is harder and finer grained than most monuments at the site.
It is about 60 inches high and seems to have been carved on a naturally
shaped flat boulder (pIs. 26; 31, b).

STELA 8

This is the largest stela at Cerra de las Mesas and is the most
carefully dressed and squared. It is made of basalt of even texture,
but unfortunately the carved surface has suffered considerable ero
sion. Apart from its size and artistic merit, it is of exceptional
interest because it has on it one of the two decipherable Initial Series
dates at the site. In many respects it resembles quite closely the
design on Stela 3. The principal figure is an elaborately costumed
individual, facing to the left and standing on a well-carved jaguar
mask panel. In front of his face he apparently holds up a rather
bulky object terminating in a tridentlike object resembling a familiar
Zapotec and Mixtec glyph. In front of the standing figure are two
vertical glyph columns as high as the size of the stone permits. The
entire outside column is so badly eroded that probably none of the
glyphs can be restored. The upper half of the inside column is in
the same condition. However, the Initial Series occupying the lower
half of this column is carved ill higher relief than the glyphs and
is still in fair condition and may be read. The Baktun number has
been somewhat defaced, the second dot from the left having been
knocked off and the one on the right has a crack in the stone passing
through it. However, there seems little doubt that a 9 was repre-

516040-44-4
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Rented. The complete series reads 9-4-18-16-8=9 Lamat (11 zotz).
The interesting fca tUl'C of this series is that the day sign at the
bottom of the column actually is a close approximation of the Lamat
sign as used by the Maya. It is also the conventional Venus symbol.
The numbers comprising the column are equally separated, the final
space lwing bisected by the coefficient of the day sign (pI. 24 and
fig. 11, c).

As in Stela 6, and probably Stela 5, the hand of the standing figure
points at the beginning of the Initial Series, as though to direct espe
cial attention to it. From traces remaining of the undecipherable
glyphs on this stela and Stela 6, it is likely that they resembled in char
acter those on the so-called "Chapultepec stone" (fig. 10, b).

Stela 8 is 96 inches long, 42 inches wide, and 21 inches thick.

STELA 9

This stone, on the eilst side of Plaza 1, has carved on its face the
representation of a kneeling figure with the left arm upraised and the
hand grasping an upheld object. The right hand, with elbow on knee,
is holding in front a circular object which seems to have plumes
depending from it. The figure wears an animal headdress, a neck
lace with tassellike pendants, a broad belt, and a bustle which evidently
takes the form of a plumed serpent. He wears wrist and leg orna
ments and has sandals on his feet (pI. 21, c, and fig. 11, a).

The stone of which the stela is carved is a volcanic breccia, which has
eroded, producing a rough surface which obscures the finer details of
the design. The stone is well dressed and squared, and before suffer
ing from erosion it must have been one of the handsomest stelae at the
site.

The figure on this stela resembles quite closely a kneeling figure with
an "Olmec" face, recently discovered by Eric Thompson, carved on a
large boulder at San Isidro Piedra Parada, Guatemala.

STELA 10

This stela, made from a volcanic breccia, has suffered more from
erosion than any other stone at the site. It has carved on it a standing
figure facing to the right, an unusual feature, as the orthodox position
at Cerro de Jas Mesas is facing to the left. Although the surface is
badly defaced, the standing figure apparently has a jaguar rather than
a human face, another unique feature. Although the carving seems
to have been less skillfully done, this stela resembles most closely Stela
6. The figure wears the same bustle and apron drape and the same
ankle ornaments (pI. 25: a). Resemblances are also evident with

Stelae 3 and 8, as the same tridentlike object appears to be represcnted.
Stelae 3, 6, 8, and 10, in fact, seem to constitute a group.

Of this group Stela 10 exhibits the least artistic skill.
The stone is 76 inches long, 45 inches wide, and 16 inches thick.

STELA 11

This stela seems to be carved in a style somewhat different from the
majority at the site, but resembling somewhat Stela 4. Although
parts of the design are well preserved, on the whole the stone is rather
badly damaged. A standing figure is represented, facing to the left.
Re wears a large circular ear disk and holds a long pointed pouch in
one hand. In front of him is an object that looks like a banner and
what seems to be a stand on which is a head mounted on two bars
bound together and looking somewhat like a Zapotecan glyph. The
stone was evidently not very carefully dressed in the first place, al
though traces of a well-smoothed surface remain (pI. 25, b, and fig.
12, b).

It is 65 inches long, 35 inches wide, and about 14 inches thick, the
thickness being irregular.

STELA 12

This stone lies in Plaza 3 in the flat just north of Mound 5, and is
one of the three stelae in this plaza. It is shaped about the same as
Stela 6, being round on the back and flat on the face. However, it
contains no carved decoration whatever, sharing this doubtful distinc
tion only with Stela 2.

It is 66 inches long and 28 inches wide.

STELA. 13

This monument had become almost completely buried. Apparently
the upper part of the stela had been broken off and the stone reworked
into an oval shape. All of the carved design had been carefully pecked
off, excepting for the mask pa,nel at the basc (fig. 12, c). Because of
the existence of this mask panel, it secms probable that the original
stela belonged to the group cOlltailling Stelae 3 and 8. Excavation
beneath this monument revea 1('(1 that it had been erected on an indi
vidual rectangular stuCC()-C()\'('I'(~<l en I'tll platform (pI. 27, a). This
platform was in the shape of :1 1l1\1(;h truncated pyramid with rounded
corners. It had been resu dac('( I about 20 times, and in each instance
the corners had been painted red. This platform is 72 inches square
and 13 inches of stucco remain at the base, although it was undoubtedly
higher originally. In its present form the stela is 48 inches long, 34
inches wide, and 14 inches thick.
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STELA 14

This stela, the third in Plaza 3, lies at the northeast base of the
high mound. It is incomplete, the upper part being broken off. Ap
parently, it had been broken while still standing and partially buried,
since the upper part of the remaining portion has eroded so badly as
to have completely eradicated that portion of the carved design. The
lower part shows the lower half of a standing figure facing to the
left (pI. 20, c). The stone from which the monument was carved is
well squared, the sides and back being flat and smooth. The stela
is 32 inches wide, 15 inches thick, and its present length is 65 inches.

STELA l~

This stela lies alone at the west base of the principal mound, being
the only monument on that side. The carving on the stone seems
quite different in character from that on the other stelae at the site.
It represents an ornate figure in full face, with circular Tlaloc-like
eyes and wearing a jaguar headdress with a damaged glyphlike
ornament in front, and long plumes hanging down the sides. The
hands are each grasping a short twisted object resembling a piece
of rope unraveled at the end. Large circular ear plugs are worn,
below which are circular ornaments showing a cross with a dot in the
center. A wide collar passes over the chest, from which depend seven
tassellike ornaments. Most of the remainder of the design area is
covered with a puzzling series of objects, which may represent shells.
In the lower center are two vertically placed glyphs. The upper
one shows an animal head in profile, and below this the numeral 4 and
another glyph. This may represent the date 1 Ocelot 4 Water. The
stone has suffered damage on the upper right-hand side, but excepting
for surface detail, most of the design is intact. The stone was care
fully shaped and dressed, the sides and back being smooth (pI. 22, b).

It is 77 inches long, 44 inches wide, and 20 inches thick.

MONUMENT 1

This stone lies at the southern edge of the monument plaza. It is
in the form of a somewhat laterally compressed hemisphere, the
curved surface of which is covered with carving. The stone itself
may represent a conventionalized head, as it has on either side what
looks like a large ear plug. On one end of the stone is represented
a standing or kneeling figure, with one empty eye socket, and a sharp
implement in the act of gouging out the other eye. This is an episode
which is occasionally represented in the codices.

On the other end of the stone is what may be a sun symbol. A
face is shown in the middle of a device like a simplified Mexican
"calendar stone" (pI. 29 and fig. 13).

MONUMENT 2

From an artistic standpoint Monument 2 is probably the most
striking object at Cerro de las Mesas (pIs. 26, 31, a). It consists of
a head powerfully sculptured in full relief. On the forehead is an
ornament something like a fleur-de-lis. A large nose ornament lies
over the upper lip, with a curling, mOllstachelike scroll on each side
of the mouth. The lower jaw seems bare, and the upper teeth exposed.
Circular ear ornaments are worn, and from each eye three streaks,
like tears, pass over the cheeks. This head may represent the same
personage indicated on Stela 3, the principal point of difference being
the absence on the latter of the curling "moustaches" beside the mouth.
There are also similarities with Stela 8, and these may give us a clue
to the period to which this fine head belongs. The back of the head
is flat, and it is decorated with a design in low relief, so crudely done
that it seems certain to have been done at a later time than the head
itself was sculptured (pI. 27, b, and fig. 12 d). This design shows
at the left a standing male figure, facing to the right. At the right
is a seated nude female figure in what appears to be an attitude of
complete dejection. Between these two figures is a vertical column
which may once have been decorated, but which now contains no
ornamentation whatever. From the shape of the head, it appears that
it was made to lie on its back, looking upward. It is 69 inches long,
40 inches wide, and 30 inches thiclr.

MONUMENT 8

This is a plain stone ball carved in the form of a slightly oblate
spheroid. This stone lies within the monument plaza (pI. 30, d).

MONUMENT 4

This is a stone ball somewhat smaller than Monument 3, and with
one plane surface. It also lies in the monument plaza (pI. 30, b).

MONUMENT !'i

An almost completely buried stolle, near the middle of Plaza 2,
when excavated turned out to be this curious monument, seemingly
representing a fat standing male figure, with the toes pointing out
ward and because of the shape of the stolle, backward as well. The, ,



46 BUREiAU O~ AME'RJICAN ETHNOLOGY (BULL. 138 STIRLING) STOKE MONUMENTS OF SOUTHE'R 7 MEXICO 47

genitalia are plainly represented. The right hand is shown as grasp
ing some object over the right knee, while the left hand hangs by
the side. Two pendant ornaments hang over the front of the shoul
ders. A broad low crest covers the top of the head and a triple belt
goes around the waist. A broad rectangular ornament passes across
the upper lip, and from it hangs a broad rectangular object, almost like
a protruding tongue. The observer is struck at once by the resem
blance of this monument to the famous Tuxtla Statuette, a resemblance
which is more in form and spirit than in detail (pI. 28 and fig. 14, c).

MONmrnNT 6

Near the southeastern base of the principal mound at one corner of
the monument plaza, a small portion of a hard, fine-grained basaltic
stone projected above the ground. When excavated this proved to
be what was left of a large and massive monument which had been
so carefully and thoroughly defaced that only a few small sections
of the decorated surface remain. These exhibit a well carved and
highly polished surface, but not enough of the surface remains to
give a hint as to the nature of the monument. It must have been,
however, one of the finest, if not the finest at the site.

MONUMENT 7

This is a stone carved in the form of an animal or reptile head, and
is complete. The eyes are shown as half closed, with a wide circle
surrounding them. Teeth are indicated the full length of the wide
mouth, with a long canine fang projecting downward on each side of
the front part of the mouth (pI. 30, a).

At present this monument lies under a mango grove at the edge of
the village of Ojochal, about a mile north of Cerro de las Mesas. It
was moved from the monument plaza at Cerro de las Mesas to its
present site about 15 years ago, according to the natives.

MONUMENT 8

This monument is in the form of a head, probably of an anthropo
morphic monkey. The eyes are rounel and wide and have realistic
eyebrows represented over them. The nose is broad and rather flat.
The lips are thin and parted, exposing six teeth, with the two front
incisors long and rodentlike. On each side of the mouth is a curling
"moustache" element as on a Tlaloc. Hair is represented on the top
and back of the head by parallel vertical striations. A headband
passes over the forehead and has an ornament in glyph form in front.
The head is 30 inches high (pI. 30, c).

At present this monument lies in a field near the edge of the village
of Cocuite. It was moved from the east side of the monument plaza at
Cerro de las Mesas several years ago, where, of all the monuments
at the site, it was the center of the most superstitious regard from the
natives of the region. It was formerly the custom among many to
bring eggs or chickens to it at night as offerings; for what specific
purpose we were unable to determine, other than to ward off witch
craft. A native of Cocuite, wishing to profit by it, brought it to his
house, but before long beciUne frightened, and hauled it out to the
field outside the town, where it now reposes.

MISCELLANEOUS

In addition to the foregoing, there are foul' large unworked stones
in Plaza 2, one unworked cigar-shaped stone in Plaza 3, one flat
unworked stone in the middle of Plaza 4, and a large stone set up at
the north edge of the platform on which Mound 2 is erected.

CONCLUSION

On stylistic grounds, it is possible to ffilggest a relative chronology
for the stone monuments at Cerro de las Mesas. Monument 5 seems
to be the earliest in style. The low, flat median crest, the outpointing
feet, and the simple yet confident handling of the subject matter sug
gest an early but developed art style. The representation of the
genitalia, relatively unusual in Mexico, suggests the early "Danzante"
figures of Monte Alban. The generalized resemblance of the entire
sculpture to the Tuxtla Statuette suggests a Baktun 8 dating. Next
in point of time would come the dated Stelae 6 and 8, and Stela 5 with
its undecipherable glyph column. These three stelae are made from
fairly fine-grained basalt of good quality, and all three of these stones
probably came from the same source. Very close to them in point of
time must be Stelae 3, 10, 13, and 14. These stones are so closely
related in style and subject matter to the preceding three as to be as
signable to the same general period. This group has been manu
factured from basalt from a different source apparently, since it con
tains hard inclusions like a volcanic breccia, and erosion produces a
rough surface effect. Whether they precede or follow the dated stones
in time is a problem. In this complete group 3, 8, and 13 have "mask
panels" below the carved figures.

The most recent of the stelae, the writer would surmise, are 4 and
11. They are carved from a hard fine-grained basalt different from
the others at the site. Stylistically, they stand alone. The numerical
"name" glyph on Stela 4, the long pouch, the seat, and the fan suggest
subject matter of more recent origin, as does the banner and the pouch
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on Stela 11. Stela 15 also seems to be of relatively more recent date.
The Tlaloc-like eyes, the flowing plumes, and especially the "Tonala
matI" date seem to belong to a different culture. The twisted "ropes"
held in the hands suggest the ceremonial penitential ropes of the
Zapotecs (SeIer, 1904, p. 283). Incidentally, this is the one stela
which stands alone, having been placed on the opposite side of the
principal mound from all the rest.

Stela 9 with the kneeling figure is somewhat puzzling. The writer
is inclined to place it with the more recent group. The necklace of
"tassels" is reminiscent of that on Stela 15. The use of flowing plumes
is another later feature. The kneeling posture is unique and also
tends to place it with the later monuments, each of which is highly
individual in composition as contrasted with the early group, which
is quite stereotyped in style.

Monument 1 the writer would also assign to the more recent group.
The incident of gouging out an eye is frequently represented in the
Zapotecan and Mexican codices. In the former, the act is performed
by another, priest or god, while in the latter it is self-inflicted. Ac
cording to SeIer, this act, as represented in the codices of the Borgian
group, is connected with Venus ceremonials (SeIer, 1906, p. 367). The
"sun" symbol on one end of the stone also suggests a relatively recent
art style.

The relationship of Monument 2 to Stelae 3 and 8 has already been
pointed out, and it can be placed with confidence in that group, which
represented the "golden age" of stone carving at Cerro de las Mesas.

LA VENTA

The archeological site of La Venta is situated on a sandy island
lying between the Tonala River and its tributary, the Blasillo, in the
midst of the great coastal mangrove swamp of northern Tabasco
(Stirling, 1940 b). The central feature is a large pyramidal earth
mound erected on a rectangular platform, almost 100 yards square.
The combined height of the base and the mound is 105 feet. At the
north base of this mound lies an unusually interesting rectangular
stone-fenced enclosure. About 300 yards south of the main mound
is a long mound which extends about 200 feet in a north-south direc
tion. Near this are a few smaller mounds. Scattered about the site
are numerous stone monuments, many of which are remarkable for
their size and their high artistic merit. The grouping of high pyram
idal earth mounds in conjunction with a long mound is reminiscent
of many sites in southern Veracruz, such as Tres Zapotes and Cerro
de las Mesas. Unlike these, however, there appears to be a certain
amount of orientation to the principal structures at La Venta, the

alignment being based on an axial line in an approximate north-south
direction.

The first mention of the La Venta site is by Charnay (1887), who
in 1881 heard about it in an inaccurate way from a native in Comal
ealco. Charnay says:

Besides these ruins [Comalcalco] others are to be met at Blasillo, situated on
the Toltec march of migration, answering the description given by Bernal Diaz
regarding Tonala. I hear from a montanero, who first discovered them, that an
important Indian City formerly existed there, whose monuments, like those of
Comalcalco, consist of caryatides, columns, and statues; but in this abominable
weather it is utterly impossible to visit them.

The first real description of La Venta is by Blom and La Fa.rge
(1925), who visited it in 1925. They ,,"ere able to spend but one d'ay
at the site, and did not have the time or equipment for excavation.
However, they saw Stelae 1,2, and 3; Altars 2, 3, and 4; and Monu
ment 1. In addition to this, Blom proved that the two stone figures
DOW standing in the grounds of the Instituto Juarez in Villa Hermosa
originally came from La Venta. It was Blom's photograph of the
almost buried Monument 1 that attracted the writer's interest to La
Venta, because of the obvious resemblance of this monument to the
Colossal Head of Tres Zapotes. To avoid confusion, the numbers
given by Blom to the monuments discovered by him have been re
tained, with the exception of the one he calls Altar 1, which on excava
tion turned out to be a stela; this has been designated as Stela 3.

In 1931, Joyce published a note concerning the site from informa
tion received from H. A. Knox, who stumbled onto it during a hunting
trip, and furnished pictures showing Altar 4 and Stela 1. (Joyce,
1931). The most interesting feature of the illustrations accompanying
this note is a picture of two good-sized pottery heads of related forms,
presumably from La Venta, one of which is a typical "baby-face" type.
Joyce was evidently unaware of Blom's previous publication.

Not counting the stone columns, we located 17 carved monuments
at La Venta, including those listed above. With the 2 at Villa
Hermosa, this makes a total of 19 now known from the site. To these
might be added the unique stone sarcophagus and the tomb of basalt
columns discovered by Dr. Drucker during the 1942 excavations. It
is quite probable that further explorations will reveal more, either
hidden in the dense jungle or buried in the thick deposit which has
accumulated over the site. There seems little doubt that a carved altar
lies completely buried near the base of the detached mound known as
Cerro Encantado, since two natives independently led me to the place
and each seemed surprised that it was not visible. They stated that a
short time ago the upper surface was flush with the ground. Our time
at the site was limited and we did not have time to probe for it. A
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small circular carved stone "like a calendar stone" was formerly on
the surface near Monument 4. Hunters carried it away a few years
ago.

One of the striking features of La Venta is the lavish use of col
umnar basalt. ,Ve have been unable to locate the source of this mate
rial. The nearest occurrence of volcanic rock is in the region of the
San Martin Pajapan volcano, some 60 miles in an air line to the north.
Insomuch as columnar basalt is also used at archeological sites such
as Tres Zapotes and EI Meson, it would seem highly probable that the
material was obtained somewhere in the Tuxtla-San Martin region.
The question of its transportation to La Venta constitutes an interest
ing problem. The transportation of 20- to 50-ton blocks of stone over
land for such a distance would seem to constitute an almost super
human task, especially when it is remembered that La Venta is on an
island in the middle of a great swamp region.

The most probable hypothesis would seem to be that the stones
were secured near the seacoast, and placed on large rafts, whence they
were floated along the coast to the mouth of the Tonala River, which
was then ascended to La Venta Island. At the present time, the river
is a considerable distance from the island, but aerial photographs
show clearly an old channel which touched the north end of the island.
It is quite probable that this marked the course of the river at the time
the site was occupied. At the present time, there is enough water
along this old course for the inhabitants of La Vcnta to use it as a
short cut in going by canoe to Tonala.

STELA 1

This unusual monument probably represents the open mouth of a
jaguar, with a standing human figure in almost full relief. The panel
above the figure shows a conventionalized jaguar face, while below the
feet are a series of defaced serrations which are probably meant for
teeth. The human figure, possibly representing a female, is nude ex
cept for a short fluted skirt, a forehead band, and possibly a close
fitting helmet. Ornaments appear to be hanging from the ear lobes.
A trench dug beneath the stone indicates that the back is plain. At
present this stela lies a short distance outside the southwest corner of
the stone-fenced enclosure, and probably formerly had been set up
within it. The stela is 8 feet 3 inches long, 2 feet 11 inches wide at the
base, and 2 feet 5 inches thick. The human figure is 4 feet 10 inches
high (pI. 33, a).

STELA 2

This large stela represents a standing male figure in half relief.
The lower part of the design is mutilated, but evidently the toes point

outward. Diagonally across his chest the figure holds a staff, the
handle of which is grasped with both hands. From the upper end
a tassellike ornament hangs over the right shoulder. Behind the
shoulders and back is a circular object, possibly a shield with orna
ments hanging on either side elf the hips. Bands are worn around
the wrist and ankles. In the ears are circular ear disks, and on the
head is a remarkably tall and elaborate headdress, the extreme upper
part of which is mutilated. The headdress seems to be held in place
by means of a chin strap.

In the spaces on either side of the central figure, carved in low relief,
are six crouching, barefooted figures, three on each side, one over the
other. All six appear to be brandishing axes or batons. Each of
them wears a broad belt, circular ear ornaments, and a headdress
fastened by means of a chin strap. The three figures at the observer's
left are better preserved than the ones on the right. Their faces are
like anthropomorphic jaguars with projecting fangs. All of these
figures are looking to the right, the first group looking backward
over their shoulders in order to do so. The face of the central figure,
although somewhat worn, is "La Venta" in type and the expression
one of serene dignity (pI. 34).

Judging from the erosion of the stone, the monument had fallen
:in such a manner that the right side became buried, leaving the left
side exposed for a longer period. This stela is 11 feet 5 inches long,
and hrrs a maximum width of 6 feet 9 inches. The thickness is
approximately 18 inches.

It seems to have been carved from a naturally formed slab of
stone, which had a smooth but irregular surface; Not much attempt
was maue to level off these irregularities, and the carved designs fol
low them over the surface.

STELA 3

This interesting monument, the largest at La Venta, is located
in the middle of the stone-fenced court, and faces north. The back
and sides are plain, but the face is entirely covered with an elaborate
composition in low relief (pI. 35). This huge stone was excavated
and photographed with considerable difficulty, since it was leaning
forward at a steep angle. Although protected somewhl\t from the
elements by the angle of the stone, nevertheless the upper portion
of the design is considerably weathered. The lower two-thirds, which
had been buried, is very little weathered, but it had been mutilated,
apparently intentionally, in aboriginal times. The lower part of the
composition consists of two large human figures represented in profile,
facing each other. The one on the observer's left wears a belt, arm
bands, a skirt, and an extremely tall headdress. In the right hand is
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carried a staff. No ear disk is worn, the ear being realistically rep
resented. Unfortunately, the face has been scaled off. It is possible
that a female is intended. The other large figure, slightly taller,
represents a handsome bearded man with aquiline nose, large cir
cular ear ornament, and a complicated headdress. Most of the body
has been scaled off. Both figures appear to be wearing shoes with
pointed, upturned toes. Above these two principal figures can be
seen at least four other human or anthropomorphic forms, floating
about in various postures. One of these is a "jaguar" man closely
similar to those represented on Stela 2.

This stone, which has a calculated weight of about 50 tons, is 14
feet high, 6 feet 8 inches wide, and 36 inches thick. A large fragment
broken from the upper right-hand side of the monument was found
in the excavation in front of the stela.

This is probably the stone which Blom refers to as Altar 1, a
natural enough mistake, as the stela was buried excepting for the
curved upper portion, which made it appear as though it might have
been circular in form.

STELA 4

This stone, well buried, lay in the flat about 100 feet north of the
long mound. Judging from its shape, it was intended as a stela
(pI. 33, c). Formerly covered on three sides with carved decorations,
it has been defaced so completely that nothing can be deciphered of
the original designs. The base is covered with scored striations
(pI. 33, d). These may have been used to sharpen the stone tools of
the carvers of the monument, as the surface of the base would not
show when the stela stood up. It is about 5 feet high.

STELA 5

A large fragment of a worked stone was excavated just outside
the stone enclosure near the southwest corner. Although there is
no carved decoration, it seems to be a piece of what was once a large
stela (pI. 33, b). In excavating this stone several large slabs of lime
stone were found lying south of the base. It is 7 feet high and 2 feet
6 inches thick.

ALTAR 1

This stone, presumably an altar, was discovered almost completely
buried in the level ground south of the big mound. The altar, which
is rectangular in shape, is in the form of a colossal head, which faces
east toward the mound. It has been considerably mutilated, particu
larly on top. In spite of this mutilation the face still produces a
striking effect on the observer. The nostrils are broad and flaring

and below them is represented a curving nose or lip ornament. The
eyes are long and narrow, being almost rectangular in form. Above
the eyes the beetling brows are separated by a puckered forehead,
and over each brow rise vertical elements which may have been
similar to those conventionalized "eyebrows" frequently represented
on "baby-face" figures in jade. The north and south ends of the
altar are decorated with a curious branching five-pronged element
(pI. 36). A broad hairdress runs down the back. A curious feature
of this altar is an irregular hole, possibly of natural origin, which
runs through the stone from the north end and emerges through the
mouth in front. Although the stone is roughly rectangular, the corners
have been rounded off. The length is 9 feet 7 inches, the width 6 feet
10 inches, and the height 6 feet 2 inches.

ALTAR 2

This altar, placed on the south apron of the big mound, lies but a
few feet east of Altar 3. It had fallen over on its back, or, more
likely, was re-used in that position, so that the original front of the
altar is now on top (pI. 38, c).

The carving represents a male figure seated cross-legged in an
arched niche, holding some object, possibly a baby, on his lap. Per
haps the same subject as that on Altar 5 is intended, but the work
manship on Altar 2 is so primitive as to make the comparison a libel.
The east and west sides of the altar are smooth and undecorated.
The south side is rough. The stone is 4 feet 5 inches long, 4 feet 3
inches wide, and 3 feet 3 inches high.

ALTAR 3

A few feet west of Altar 2, on the south apron of the great mound,
is Altar 3 (pI. 39). The workmanship on this altar is much superior
to that of Altar 2, but unfortunately it has been considerably defaced.
The front of the altar faces north, and, like the others, represents a
male figure seated in a deep niche. He wears a high headdress with
a chin strap similar to that on Altar 5, and also has ear plugs, a flat
collar over his shoulders, and a rectangular, glyphlike chest orna
ment. The lower arms are broken off, and if they once held anything
it is now gone. At the left of the niche is a panel with a standing
figure in profile, carved in low relief. This figure wears a longish
skirt and probably represents a female. The west end of the altar
is bordered near the top with a horizontal band, below which is a
row of circular dots. The base is bordered with another horizontal
band originally supported by three oval elements, two of which
still remain. On this, represented in low relief, are two figures seated
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Altar 4 faces east and is located in the flat near the east base of
t he long mound, being on the opposite side of this mound from
Altar 5. In excavating in front of the altar, 99 large, highly polished
jade beads, cylindrical and spherical in form, and one round amethyst
bead were found. These beads were in position as strung in a necklace
and two bracelets. The measurements of the altar are as follows:

This handsome example of aboriginal sculpture was discovered in a
newly cleared banana patch, almost completely buried. It is located
on level ground on the opposite side of the long mound from Altar 4,
which it resembles in general form. Originally, it possessed a flat
projecting table top, but this has been almost completely battered off.
It is sculptured on the front and both ends, but the back is plain. Like
Altar 4, it faces away from the mound, toward the west. Altar 4,
being on the east side of the mound, faces east. The altar had settled
forward at an angle, making it difficult in our limited time to obtain
photographs of the front in proper perspective. The face of the altar
shows an arched niche, in which is seated cross-legged a male figure
carved in full relief. This figure wears a tall headdress in the form of
a truncated cone. A band around the base of the headdress is deco
rated with an X on either side and in front a face with down-curved
mouth set in an oval cartouche over which are three vertical cone
shaped elements. The ears of the principal figure are adorned with
spool-shaped ear plugs, he wears a fIat collar with a gorget over the
chest, and on his lap he holds the limp figure of a baby (pI. 40).

The south end of the altar is carved in low relief and shows two
seated adult figures facing west, and each holding a nude infantile
figure in amusingly realistic positions. The faces of these small
figures, however, have an adult appearance (pI. 41, a).

The north end of the altar is decorated with a similar design, repre
senting two more seated adults, each holding an infantlike figure (pI.
41, b). Unfortunately, the southwest corner of the altar has been bro
ken away, taking with it the faces of one of these pairs. As in Altar
4, it seems possible that the niehe in front represents the open mouth
of a jaguar.

in profile. They face each other and are apparently engaged in
lively discussion. They are skillfully carved, and the attitude and
action is surprisingly realistic. The figure on the observer's right
has a rather large pointed beard. He has a small headdress with a
forehead band, and wears a belt and a string of beads around his
hips. The other figure als@ wears a small headdress with a chin
strap, and seems to have a small beard or a pointed chin. He wears
a necklace and a broad belt. The east end of the altar has been
entirely broken away. It is probable that this section contltined a
carved panel to balance that on the other side of the niche, and that
the east end of the altar was also decorated in low relief.

Altars 2 and 3 are closely related in style to Altars 4 and 5, and
if it were not that the principal figure of Altar 3 is so badly defaced,
it might have compared favorably with them in artistic merit. The
altar is carved from an almost cubical block of basalt, which formerly
had an overhanging top, all the projecting sides of which have been
broken off. It is 5 feet 6 inches long, 5 feet 3 inches wide, and 5 feet
3 inches high.

ALTAR 4

This interesting altar is remarkable both for its size and state of
preservation (pI. 37, a). It is in the form of a rectangular block
supporting a table top which projects on all four sides. The only
notable mutilation which the altar has suffered has been the breaking
off of the projecting top on the south side. On the front of the altar
top is carved the face of a jaguar with an X-shaped element between
the fangs. On either side of this face are some simple geometric
elements. Stretching across the top of the altar behind this face
is a raised area, giving the impression that a jaguar skin thrown
v,cross the altar is represented. The face of the altar stand shows
a human figure in full relief seated cross-legged in a deep arched
niche. He wears a small headdress with a band across the forehead,
a broad flat collar over his shoulders, and a chest ornament. In each
hand he grasps the end of a rope, which runs around the base of the
altar, forming a border. That held in the right hand rounds the
corner, where it is tied to the wrist of a seated figure carved in low
relief on the south end of the altar (pI. 37, b). On each side of the
niche in front of the altar are two pleasing, curving elements which
break the blank areas on the front.

The north end of the altar had originally contained a design in low
relief, probably comparable to that on the south end, but in aboriginal
times this end was defaced and two deep rectangular niches carved
in it (pI. 38, b). The back of thc altar is plain. The niche in the
front evidently represents the '''Olmec'' open-jaguar-mouth motive
since the designs on the band over the niche represent eyes.

Length of base _
VVidth of base _
Height of base _
Original length of top u u _

VVidth of top n u _

Thickness of top u __•• _

Length of overhang _
'rotal height of altar _

ALTAR 5

8 feet 5 inches.
Gfeet.
3 feet 6 inches.

11 feet 5 inches.
6 feet 4 inches.
1 foot 9 inches.
1 foot 6 inches.
5 feet 3 inches.
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Although this altar has been badly battered, fortunately most of the
decorated areas remain in quite good condition, probably as a result of
the stone being buried. In its entirety, this altar is one of the finest
examples of sculptural art from pre-Columbian America. Because
of the mutilations that it has suffered, the original over-all measure
ments cannot be given. At present the altar is 5 feet 1 inch high. The
height of the seated figure in front is 3 feet 4 inches. The stone is a
greenish-gray basalt with black crystalline inclusions.

ALTAR 6

This altar is located near a small mound in the Cerro Encantado
group about a mile northwest of the main La Venta site. Although
related in concept to the previously described altars from the main La
Venta site, the art style is conspicuously different, the carving being
angular and relatively crude (pI. 38, a). A figure seated cross-legged
in a vestigial niche is represented. A small, broad headdress with a
chin strap is worn, and possibly a face was represented in the middle
of the headdress. The eyes of the figure are crudely carved and the
nose is a triangular blob. The lower part of the face is broken off.
The entire figure is represented as sitting on a projecting ledge, and
the "table top" of the altar is indicated with a minimum of projection.
At present the altar has settled backward somewhat, so that the figure
in front looks upward. It was excavated with difficulty, as it had
become wrapped in the buttresses of a large sapote tree. The top
length is 4 feet 6 inches and the top width 2 feet 10 inches. The bot
tom length is 3 feet 5 inches and the height 3 feet 9 inches.

MONUMENT 1

This monument in the form of a colossal head was erected near
the south base of the great mound only about 15 yards distant from
Stela 2. The head faces south, away from the mound. Hi has
settled to one side, but is apparently otherwise in position as set up
(pI. 42, a). In general appearance this head, although considerably
larger, is very similar to the Colossal Head of Tres Zapotes. The
features are realistically represented and are "Olmec" in character.
It is represented as wearing a helmetlike headdress with a headband
and a U-shaped figure and jaguar fangs over the forehead. The back
of the head is flat, a feature which it also shares with the Tres Zapo(('s
head as well as with the other heads at La Venta. The state of preser
vation is very good. Most of the damage which has taken place is at

the back of the stone. The top of the head is marked with a number
of striations. It is difficult to tell whether these were intended as part
of the decorative scheme or whether they are more modern tool

sharpening grooves. The following are some of the more interesting
measurements:
HeighL n n __ n __hn n . 8 feet 1 inch.
Circumference_n n n __n n __ n . 20 feet 10 inches.
Length of eyebaIL_nn n n n_.______ 1 foot 4 inches_
Width of nose n n n_______ 1 foot 11 inches.
Height of nose n_______________________ 1 foot 4 inches.
Length of moutll n nnn_n . .__ .______________ 2 feet 5 inches.
Breadth of mouth nn ._. 11 inches.

:n.IOXUMENT :J

This is the middle one of three heads set in a row and facing north,
two hundred yards north of the big mound. Like Monument 1, it
wears a helmetlike headdress, which has an ornament like a bowknot
in front. The cheeks are full, and the mouth represented with the
lips parted and four front upper teeth showing. The corners of
the mouth are wide, producing somewhat of a smiling effect. The
stone is spotted with a number of hemispherical holes which look as
though they may have been ground in. However, they may be owing
to the eroding out of soft inclusions in the basalt. They are not
bubbles such as often occur in lava. In the ear lobes are worn plain
and moderately small ear disks. The head is well preserved, al
though some damage has been done to the upper lip and the lower
part of the nose (pI. 43). The following are some of the measure
ments:
HeighLn n n __• • • 6 feet 3 inches.
Circumference at headband ..... n n . 12 feet 11 inches.
Width of eyebaIL h •• n __ 12 inches.
Height of eyebaIL .u n __n_h_n n_____ 6 inches.
Nose breudth_____________________________________________ 1 foot 10 inches.
Nose heighL h n nn n______ 1 foot 2 inches.
Width of mouthn__ u u __ n .. h____ 2 feet.

MONUMENT 3

This is the easternmost of the three heads placed in a row north
of the great mound. It is flatter than the other heads at the site
and the style is somewhat different. The £act that the face has
suffered considerable erosion may enhance this individual appear
ance. The eyes are large and deep-set, the nose broad, and the
mouth shown with the lips parted. In the ears are worn circular
ear disks, with holes in the middle. No helmet or headband is indi
cated. On the back and to a lesser extent, on top, are many striated
grooves, similar to those on the base of Stela 4. In addition to these,
there are a number of hemispherical holes that look as though they
had been ground, as in Monument 2. In this instance, however, sev-
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MONUMENT r.

era1 or these holes are fairly large (pI. 42, b). The principal meas
urements are as follows:

This is the largest colossal hend at the site, being slightly larger
than Monument 1, which it resembles in many respects (pI. 44, a).
The reatures arc very realistically represented and the race has a
slight scowl produced by a puckering at the base of the nose. The
lips are parted and four upper teeth are shown. An ornamented
helmetlike headdress is WOl'll, with striations on top as in Monument
1. The decorations on the headdress evidently represent jaguar fangs.
The back of the head is flat (pI. 44, b) and the headband is
represented as passing entirely around. The ears are shown ,,-ith
large ear disks decorated with a cross. The nose has be~n worn .flat
and the chin broken. Damage has also resulted rrom scalmg, partlCu
larly on the right side, but in spite of these defects, this huge
head still presents an imposing appearance. A fragment of the head
recovered in excavating around it was coated with a smooth-surfaced
dark purplish-red paint, indicating that originally the head had been
so painted. The principal measurements rollow:
HeighL hh h_h_n_nn n __ n________________ 8 feet 5 inches.
Circumference h_n h uhn 21 feet 7 inches.
Length of eyehaIL n n___ 1 foot 4 inches.
Width of nose .. n n__ 2 feet 4 inches.
Height of nose n h ___ 1 foot 2 inches.
Width of mouth h n___ 2 feet 8 inches.

HeighL nn __ n
Width n .n.nn . __ . .
'l'hicknessn_n ..
CirCllmfet'cncc'n .. n

Eye ]ength__n_n ••

Eye width ......
Breadth of nose..__
Height of nose__
Length of mouth_ ..._
Height of mouth__

MONUMENT -1

Gfeet.
5 feet 3 inches.
2 feet 9 inches.

13 feet 8 inches.
1 foot 8 inches.
7 inches.
1 foot 8 inches.
1 foot 3 inches.
2 feet 2 inches.
t foot 1 inch.

THE STONE ENCLOSURE

On the flut ground just north of the big mound lies a structure of
unusual interest. This consists of a rectangular enclosure about 75
yards wide in an east-west direction and about 50 ~ards wide in a
north-south direction (pI. 46, a). On the south SIde, nearest the
mound are two smaller rectangular offsets each about 15 feet square.
This entire area is fenced in by stone pickets of columnar basalt. The
tops of these columns project a little above the surface of the ground
and a number have the tops broken off. They are set as closely
together as they can be placed. 'Ve made a small excavation in one
corner of the enclosure, following these stone posts down to a depth
of 5 reet without findinO' indication of the bottom. One of the fairly
large columns was llleaSl~l'ecl, and it was found to be 17 inches in diame
ter and 4 reet 8 inches in circumference. The length is not known, as
we did not have time to excttvate to the bottom. In about the middle of
the enclosure is Stela 3, the largest at the site. Several yards west of
this, Monument 5, the kneeling "baby-race" figure, was discovered; near
the southwest corner was Stela 5. Old Sebastian told us that many
years aO'o another "idolo" ,,'as taken away rrom this place. This is
probabl; ~lle of those now at Villa Hermosa, illustrated by Blom
(BIom and La Farge, 1926). It is probable that Stela 1 was also
originally within this enclosure, as it now lies but a short distance
outside the southwest corner, whither it was moved many years ago by
mahogany cutters in an unsllccessful attempt to take it away, acco~d

ing to Sebastian. It seems highly probable that complete excavat~on

of this n,rea 'would produce interesting results, as the deep fill whIch
it contains would completely cover any small or fallen monuments.

MOXUMENT (;

Directly south of the stOlle enclosure and in line with its center was
a low mound, \vhich "'hen excavated was found to cover a sandstone
sarcophagus in the form of a conventionalized jaguar. This was cov
ered with a lid on which\yas a shallow, rectangular depression. The
box was almost filled with clay and contained a number of objects of
jade (Stirling, 1942). (Pl. 47, G.)

This interesting figure was discovered near Stela 1, within the stone
enclosure north of the big mound. It was completely buried except
ror the upper part or the crest on top or the head. It is probably
the most typically "Olmec" or any carving from La Venta (pI. 45, a).
It represents a kneeling "baby-face" figure with a median crest
hanging over the forehead, and holding between the hands a rectan
gular bowl. The fignre is 4 reet 8 inches high.

JlIO:NUlI'lENT 7

A few yards south of :Monument 6, covered by the same mound
and on the same north-south line, was an interesting closed tomb con
stmcted of columnar basalt. It contained a limestone covered plat
form on which were placed several burials enclosed in cinnabar and
accompanied by H considerable number of jade offerings (Stirling,
!t)42) . (PI. 48.)
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STONE COLUlIfNS

Several stone columns occur at various localities on the site. The
larO'est of these is located on top of the long mound at the south end.to

It is made of a hard, gritty, greenish-white stone, apparently of remote
sedimentary origin. It is cylindrical in form, has a diameter of 2 ~eet

2 inches, a circumference of 6 feet, and an over-all length of 15 feet
4 inches. It is broken into two pieces. Its position on top of a mound
is unique for a large stone among all of the sites we have investigated in
southern Mexico (pI. 46, b).

A quarter of a mile northeast of the long mound is a steep gully.
SlantinO' aO'ainst the bottom of this are two pillars of a very hard basal-

b t:I • •

tic stone. They are smooth of finish and rectangular m cross sectIOn.
The two sides ~f each which are visible are without carved decorations.
One is 5 feet 4 inches long and 13 inches square. The other is 6 feet
1 inch long by 13 inches square.

At the north base of the Cerro Encantado we excavated a cylindrical
column made of the same hard, greenish, gritty stone as the large col
umn on the long mound. This column is 7 feet 9 inches long. A
groove passes completely around it about a foot fr~m the. top, and
another about a foot from the bottom. The top termmates m a stem
like projection (pI. 45, b). It looks as though it may have originally
represented a human figure.

CONCLUSION

La Venta is an important and interesting site. It appears to repre
sent a single occupation. It is hoped that the ceramic studies which
we are now conducting (1942) at the site will result in definitely placing
the heroic type of "Olmec" sculpture in its proper ceramic hori~on.

If this can be successfully accomplished it is probable that this horIzon
may be related to the ceramic cultural column of Tres Zapotes. The
close similarity of the Colossal Head of 'Ires Zapotes with the two
larO'est heads at La Venta should then enable us with some certainty to
pla~e the approximate time of this interesting art. In accordance with
present evidence, this type of sculpture would appear to be early. TI~e

infrequent use of feathers as an art motive seems to be an early traIt
in Middle American art. Likewise analogies exist with the art style
of demonstrably early ceramic forms, specifically the "baby-face" heads
such as those recovered by Vaillant at Gualapita in the Mexican High
lands, and in our excavations at Tres Zapotes; the use of chinstraps on
solid figurines at Tres Zapotes; and the representations of median
crests on the top of the head in early Tres Zapotes figurines similar to
that represented on Monument 5 at La Venta.

IZAPA

This important site, located in the southeastern part of the State of
Chinpas near the Guatemalan border, has been known locally for many
years, but considering its relative accessibility, it is remarkable that
more attention has not been paid to it. It was visited briefly by Karl
Ruppert of the Carnegie Institution in 1938, and the next year by Dr.
A. V. Kidder. but until the visit of the writer in April 1941, no excava
tions had bee{1 conducted there. On this occasion 7 days were spent at
the site with Marion Stirling and Richard Stewart, photographer of
the National Geographic Society. The excavations were confined to
the stone monuments, no mound or stratigraphic excavat.ions being
undertaken. The new highway from Tapachula across the Guate
malan border passes close to Izapa; in fact, it cuts through the northern
corner of the archeological zone. The site as such has no specific
name locally. The Arroyo Izapa, a tributary of the Suchiate River,
flows generally east of the locality, and the plain on which the site is
located is known as "Los Terrenos de Izapa." The stream is relatively
small in size and is clear during the dry season. The ground is very
stony and large rocks and boulders are abundant. This fact adds to
the difficulty of locating new monuments, as the natives recognize only
those on which carved decorations show. The soil is fertile and at the
present time milpas of coffee, cacao, and cane are cultivated on the site,
although parts of it are covered with dense second-growth jungle. It
is quite likely that more monuments will be found in these sections.

The stone monuments at Izapa are segregated into six groups, which
for convenience have been designated by letters, although in three in
stances the "gronp" consists only of two monuments, if we consider a
stela with its altar as one.

Groups A and B, which contain the majority of the carved stones,
are arranged in quadrangles near the middle of the site, north of the
principal mound. Group C contains six plain stelae with altars, ar
ranged at the north and south bases of a low mound: An. additional,
isolated unexcavated stela (No. 17) has been placed WIth thIS group.

In addition to these principal monuments there are scattered here and
there over the site various smooth flat stones which may have served
as altars, and in the section north of the principal mound groups are a
number of large stone mortars (pI. 62, c).

Very few potsherds are evident on the surface of the ground and
they are not especially numerous in the stream bed. Very few sherds
were encountered in the process of excavating the stelae. Such as were
found are of a plain, crude, buff-colored ware. Only two figurine frag
ments were seen and these were not excavated. Both were solid, one a
torso and the other a worn head. The eyes of the latter were modeled,
and not of the punctate type.
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There appears to be no true masonry, but there are signs of ,valls and
structures of boulders, particularly in Groups E and F.

GROUP A

STELA 1

Stela 1 (pI. 49, a) is one of the best preserved at Izapa, and a good
example of the typical art style which falls just short of realism to
the extent that interpretation of details is often llitricult. The main
element in the design consists of a standing anthropomorphic figure,
leaning over and grasping a decorated bowl or basket, which rests on
a small stand or altar. The feet of this personage seem to represent
serpents' heads, and the lower legs have winglike appendages attached,
not unlike u "flying Mercury." A similar pair of appendages are
attached to the forearms. The face, although somewhat eroded,
appears never to have been very distinct, but seems more animal than
human. The headdress is apparently a sprpent's head. A raised
area in front of the mouth might represent speech, in lieu of a speech
scroll. The figure wears a breechcloth, which also terminates in a
serpentlike head. On his back he carries an olla or basket, with a
constricted neck and flaring rim. The area surrounding this, and
back of the figure, is decorated with a series of rather complicated
scrolls, reminding one of similar decorations on Stela 1 at El Baul,
Guatemala. It compares with page 74 of the Dresden Codex.

The figure is represented as standing on a narrow ledge under which
wavy lines depict water in which two fish are swimming. This
water band terminates at either side with a combination of scrolls
which suggest that this entire strip represents a two-headed monster.

Above the standing figure are two horizontal bands which evidently
represent a highly conventionalized jaguar "mask panel." The arelL
above this panel is also covered ,,·ith a puzzling decoration which
seems intended to confuse the observer. On one side are four small
circles or dots and directly above them another serpent head.

The little stand or altar in the main design area is a type that seems
to be represented on other stelae at Izapa. In form it resembles some
what the "mountains" or place glyphs of the Mixtec Codices. The
upper portion of this element resembles somewhat a slightly askew
jaguar face. The height of this stela is 76 inches, the greatest width
36 inches, and the average thickness 12 inches.

ALTAI~ 1

The zoomorphic altar (pl. 59, b) in front of Stela 1 represents ;1

crouching animal, evidently a jaguar, although some elements of the
face seem more like a serpent. The style of carving on this albr is
quite reminiscent of that on the so-called "jaguar" stone yokes frolll

Veracruz.

STELA 2

Stela 2 (pI. 49, b) contains a well-preserved carving, only the upper
part of the stel:'t having suffered mutilation, which had probably
been the usual much conventionalized "mask panel." The bottom
element of the design seems to be a plumed serpent with short, arched
body and a 4-plumed tail.

From the top of the serpent head, a gourd tree is growing. At either
side of the tree are two figures in human form, reaching outward and
upward. The upper portion of the main design panel consists of a
"diving bird" with the familial' X-shaped glyph on either wing. If
this design is inverted, it seems to represent a figure in human form,
kneeling and wearing a bird costume with wings and bird-head hel
met. Unlike Stelae 1 and 3, which accompany it, no altar was found
in front of Stela 2. This stone is 71 inches high, 40 inches wide, and
18 inches in thickness.

STELA 3

The design on this monument (pI. 50, a) shows a figure in human
form brandishing a curved club, while in front of him rises a large,
upturned serpent's head. In front of the serpent, and filling the space
in the lower left-hand corner, is another design element. The details
of this unit are clear, but it is difficult to tell what is represented. It
looks like an inverted head, wearing nn ear disk, the body of which is a
simple heavy scroll.

Above the open mouth of the large serpent head is another curious
element which somewhat resembles a man in a canoe. Above the main
design area is a horizontal band with a broad V -shaped element above
it. In the fork of the V is a rectilineal U-shaped figure. The stela is
67 inches high, 43 inches wide, and 19 inches thick.

ALTA.R 2

The altar (pI. 50, a) in front of Stela 3 is a round-eyed, wide
mouthed, fairly realistic frog. It is 58 inches long, 51 inches wide, and
approximately 18 inches thick.

STF.J:.A 4

The design on Stela 4 (pl. 51, a) represents a standing figure with
curiously attenuated feet rather widely separatecl, standing on a basal
panel of tasteful geometric design. Around his knees and ankles he
wears knotted bands or garters. His left arm is upraised and holds
something, possibly a curved club similar to that represented on Stela 3.
He holds some other object in front of him by the other hand. On his
head is an animal or bird helmet. Behind the figure, apparently
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attached to an X-shaped glyph, are four large curving plumelike
objects-possibly an elaborate bustle.

Above the standing figure is a. "diving bird" closely similar to that
on Stela 2. This figure too, when inverted, seems to represent a kneel
ing human figure in bird costume. Above this is a conventional
"mask pancl" the upper portion of which is the same as that on Stela 3.
This stela is 90 inches high, 33 inches wide, and 24 inches thick.

STELA"

This curious stela (pI. 52) is the largest and most ambitious in com
position of any at Izar>a. In the intricate design which covers its
broad surface in low relief, 10 figures in human form can be detected,
as well as several birds and fish. The central feature of the design is a
growing tree with eight branches spreading out at the top, and with
the roots extending into a horizontal rectangular panel near the base.
The panel on the left side is decorated with a series of triangles and on
the right by a single horizontal line. Below this panel is a scroll
design, evidently representing water, which carries across the base of
the design and part way up the right-hand side. Seated on the rec
tangular panel in which the roots are growing, are six figures, three on
each side of the tree. On the left-hand side, a pair are seated facing
each other with a small altar or fire between them. A third figure
seems to be in attendance behind the outside figure of this pair. The
latter seems to be an old man wearing a gnomelike pointed cap and a
circular ear plug. Just behind and above his head is a grotesque face
or mllsk, quite Maya-like in style. On the right-hand side of the tree
trunk is another similar seated pair, with some object between them.
The right-hand figure of this pair sits with his right arm extended
straight ahead, while in the hand of the slightly flexed left arm he holds
something like a stylus. Behind him another person appears to be
grasping the handle of a parasollike object.

The two principal figures stand facing each other with the tree
between, one just above each of the two seated pairs just described.
The one on the right seems to represent a fat individual wearing a
bead necklace and a large elaborate headdress terminating in a ser
pent's head. Just behind him stands a smaller figure dressed in a
skirt and with a high plain headdress. Along the upper margin of
each side of the design area are the two upper elements of the
U-shaped two-headed serpent or monster, as in Stelae 11 and 12. The
heads are elaborately modeled with bared fangs and scrolls on top,
and they face inward. The one on the right has a series of tassels
depending from a circular ornament at the back of the head.

The large figure standing on the left of the tree is puzzling, as the
upper part of his body seems to terminate in a complicated maze.

The figure may, however, be wearing a bealdike mask. A pair of
hummingbirds, with carved beaks probing into the eye of the two
headed monster, stand one on the shoulder and one on top of the head.
Hanging head down from the upper left-hand C01'ner of the design
are two fish, while in relatively the Sllme position on the right-hand
side is a large bird like a pelican, apparently roosting on the scroll
forming the headdress of the two-headed monster on that side. On
the branches of the tree are leaves and fruit, and possibly other birds
are intended.

Framing the main design above are two horizontal panels with
geometric designs representing the jaguar "mask paneL"

ALTAR ::;

This circular altar (pI. 59, a) has carved on it in low relief the figure
of a long-tailed bird with outstretched wings, probably the same as
represented on Stelae 2 and 4.

The bird is represented as roosting on or diving from a rectangular
panel. The greatest diameter of the stone is 60 inches. It is 17 inches
in thickness. From its position, this altar may have been associated
with Stela 7.

MONUMENT 1

This carved stone (pI. 58, b) located near Group A may have been
an altar. It is an irregular stone, roughly triangular in shape. At one
corner is carved in low relief the figure of an animal with a long,
curling tail, probably a jaguar. The carving is rather crude and the
surface of the stone is rough, excepting for tho body of the animal.
This monument is about 40 inches in diameter.

STELA. G

The design on this stone (pI. 50, b) represents a sitting, potbellied
jaguar. The head, which is turned directly upward, has a rather
serpentine eye. Directly over the partly open, upturned mouth is a
crescent-shaped object with a circle or large dot just above it. This
is reminiscent of the figure similarly placed on Stela 3. The tail ap
pears to terminate in an animal head. Behind the seated figure is a
simple series of scrolls.

The stela is 63 inches high, 35 inches wide, and 21 inches thick.

ALTAR ~

The altar (pI. 50, b) in front of Stela 6, is a plain, flat, ronghly
rounded stone, 59 by 52 inches, and 11 inches thick.
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This ~tela (pl. 51, b) at one time must have heen one of the best
carved at Izapa. Unfortunately, erosion, assi"tl:'d no doubt by fires,
has scaled off most of the carved surface so that only fragments of
the design remain. In the lower right-hand compI" is what appears
to be an inverted serpent head with a crest of t.he type llsually shown
on monkeys. Attached to this is a carving which looks like inter
twined serpent coils. The figure in the lower ll:'ft.-halld corner
resembles the upturned head of a predatory bird.

This stela is 80 inches high, 51 inches wide, and 18 inchps thick.

GROUP B

STELA S

This stela (pl. 58, a), which has fallen on its back, face up, has
suffered considerable weathering. The upper horizontal band evi
dently represents a simplified "mask panel." Below this is a large,
raised cartouche with beveled edges. This was carved with a design
now unrecognizable. Below this is a series of simple heavy scrolls,
in the midst of which is a barely recognizable, small, standing figure.
The stela is 80 inches high, 31 inches wiele, anel16 inches thick.

ALTAlt 5

Altar 5 (pl. 58, a), which accompanies Stela 8: is perfectly round,
being 56 inches in diameter and 8 inches thick. The surface now
uppermost is plain, but we did not have the opportunity of turning
it to see if the under side is carved, as its carefully worked state
suggests it might have been.

STELA 9

In its upright position, this maf'sive stone (pl. 56, a) makes the
most impressive appearance of any at Izapa. This is partly owing
to its prominent position and partly to the fact that it is carved from
a white stone. The upper part of the design in two broad horizontal
bands represents the usual conventionalized jaguar "mask panel."
Below this is a rectangular sunken panel with a design in low relief,
which at first glance looks like an African elephant approaching head
on. Although the details are not clear, it evidently represents a
standing figure facing to the left, holding a curved stick in front of
him. Apparently three long feather plumes depend on either side.
The figure with its stiff slender legs may represent a bird deity
or a warrior in bird costume.

The stela is 83 inches high, 60 inches wide, and 18 inches in
thickness.

The altar (pl. 56, a) accompanying Stela 9 is a heavy, flat stone,
roughly rounded. There are 2 or 3 circular depressions on the
surface, like small mortar holes. The altar is broken into two pieces,
which st.ill remain in position, and is 96 by 92 inches in dimension,
and 19 inches thick.

STELA 10

The upper part of the design (pl. 56, b) consists of the conventional
ized "mask panel." On the lower left-hand side of the main design
flrea is a vertical column which may represent a tree trunk. Leaning
against this in a seated position is a nude human figure. Two smaller
standing figures to the right face the seated figure. Filling the space
between these figures and the mask panel is a series of heavv scrolls
similar in style to those on Stela 8. •

The stela is 69 inches high, 38 inches wide: and 13 inches thick.

ALTAR 7

The altar accompanying Stela 10 is a rounel, flat stone, 51 by 47
inches, and 11 inches thick.

There are two other small, thick, circular n.ltars near Stela 10.

STEL.!.. 11

This stela (pl. 53, a), which had fallen face downward, was raised
with considerable difficulty. The upper part of the design represents
the conventionalized "mask panel." Rising on either side at the bot
tom of the design are the two heads of the double-headed monster or
serpent. Between these is the stylized, seated figure of the fat jaguar
with body in full face, upraised head in profile. This is evidently the
same being represented somewhat more realistically on Stela 6. The
figure between this and the mask panel is rather badly eroded. It
looks as if it might represent a head in profile, facing to the left, with
outstretched arms, and two scrolls rising from each shoulder.

This stela is 72 inches high, 38 inches wide at the base, and 15
inches thiclL No altar was found in association with it.

STELA 1~

This large stela (pl. 54) is decorated with an unusually interesting
design. The upper part consists of the horizontal panels comprising
the "mask panel" unit. In the two upper corners of the main design
area are the two heads, facing inward, of the double-headed serpent.
Their bodies form a U-shaped panel which borders the central design.
From the scroll-like head crests of the two serpent heads depend two
ropes, from which hangs suspended the limp body of a dead jaguar,
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with head hanging down and tongue protruding. The body of the
jaguar is draped over a woven object which might represent a mat
covered altar. Below the jaguar are two seated figures in human form
with some carved object between them. Each of the figures is reach
ing downward and grasping something like a rope.

The carvings, which appear to the right of the main design area,
are evidently for the purpose of breaking the space formed by the
wide bulge of the stela on that side.

Below the main design area is another panel design which may
represent the lower jaw of the open mouth of the "jaguar monster."

ALTAR 8

The massive altar in front of Stela 12 measnres 82 by 70 inches, and
is approximately 18 inches thick.

MONUMENT 2

This interesting monument (pI. 53, b), which stands by itself in an
open area between Groups Band C, is unique at the site. It faces
to the south and represents an animal, probably a jaguar, with open
mouth, in which is carved in full relief, more than life-size, a seated
human figure. The legs and arms of this figure have been broken
off, and the head has either been worn smooth or it was intentionally
left by the sculptor in unfinished form. The carving was done in
such a manner that openings passed behind the head and under the
knees of the seated figure. The lower lip of the animal is carved
with simple geometric lines probably representing teeth, and the
cheeks are covered with a series of curious ornaments. Although
this monument was three-quarters buried before we excavated it, it
was sufficiently striking in appeltrance to be the center of most of
the local superstitions of the region. To the natives the stone is
known as "El Leon," and it is supposed to be endowed with n guardian
spirit which makes occasional forays at the mystic hOllr of midnight.
The weird appearance of the monument is considerably augmented
by the contrast between the light color of the protected human figure,
and the black, weather-beaten surface of the animal head. This
stela is 101 inches high, 67 inches wide, and 48 inches thick. The
height of the human figure is 48 inches.

GROUP C

Group C is the northernmost monument group which we found at
the site. The stelae and altars here are all plain, and are placed at
the north and south edges of a broad low mound. Unlike other
stelae at the site, they face toward the mound instead of away from
it.

STI::LA 13

Like all of the stelae at this group, Stela 13 (pI. 60, a) is plain. The
lower portion, which has been long buried, shows that originally the
surface had been polished smooth. The stela is 58 inches high, 27
inches wide, and 22 inches thick.

ALTAIl 9

Altar 9, in front of Stela 13, is squarish in shape, with rounded
corners. It measures 50 inches across, and is 14 inches thick.

STEL.A 14

This rather squat massive stone (pI. 61, a) had a sunken rectangular
panel carved on its front surface, but if this contained a carved de
sign, it is now completely effaced. A broad rectangular shallow
groove runs across the top. The monument is 60 inches high, 46
inches wide, and 35 inches thicl" It now leans forward at a steep
angle against its altar.

ALTAR 10

Altar 10, accompanying Stela 14, is roughly circular in form. It
measures 52 inches by 42 inches, and is 18 inches thick.

STEr~\. 15

Stela 15 (pI. 60, c), like its companions, is plain, but contains a
beveled depression on its surface which has been carefully smoothed
to conform with the rest of the surface. Stela 15 is 75 inches high,
46 inches wide, and 29 inches thick.

.ALTAR 11

The altar accompanying Stela 15 is a roughly rounded slab of
stone which, apart from smoothing, has not had its natural shape
altered very much. It measures 56 by 75 inches.

STELA 16

This stela (pI. 60, b), being obviously plain, was not excavated
completely. The portion projecting above the surface of the ground
measures 60 inches in height, 47 inches in width, and 31 inches in
thickness.

ALTAR 12

Altar 12, in front of Stela 16, is an irregularly rounded stone,
measuring 55 by 41 inches, and is 17 inches thick.
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This flat stone (pI. 61, C), irregular in outline, is presumably all
altar, although at present no stela accompanies it. Carved on its
surface is a shallow T-shaped depression with a groove or drain
leading from it to a natural concavity at one end of the stone. It is
58 inches long and 46 inches wide.

STELA 1.

Standing by itself at a distance of 200 yards from Group C in a
northwesterly direction, the upper part of another stela projects
above the surface of the ground (pI. 61, b). This was not excavated
owing to lack of time.

GROUP D

Placed at the southeastern base of a rather large mound, and facing
west, this is the only stela visible at this location. Although a large
area of the upper part of the design (pI. 55, a) has been scaled off,
the lower half is still in rather good condition. The upper part of the
stela. is decorated with a conventionalized mask panel.

Seated on each side a I. the base and facing inward, are two human
figures with a small stand or altar between them. This seems to be
carved in the form of a stylized animal heart The faces are indistinct,
but each is wearing a rather elaborate headdress in contrast to th0i1'
;llmost nude bodies.

Seated behind the right-hand figure and carved on the side of the
stela is a small rna Ie human figure (pI. 55, b) wearing a bead necklacll
and a circular ear ornament. He is represented with hands upraised
together in front of his face, as though handling a canoe paddle. On
his head is a crested helmet with an animal head projecting in front.

In a similar position on the opposite side of the stela. is a. similar
male figure (pI. 55, c) also wen ring a bead necklace, circular ear orna
ment, and crested l1elmet. Decorating the top of this helmet is a
monkey head. The seated figure holds out his hnnds with palms
npraised.

BelO'\' the main design is a horizontal rectangular panel, the simpk
design on which is largely obscured by the altar, which contacts it.

ALTAR 1-1

Altar 14 is placed ill front of Stela 18. It is approximately circular
in form and has four broad, shallow depressions ,':om into its 811 dare.

This is a heavy slab of stone which has been rounded on top (pI.
61, d). It is located well up on the southeast shoulder of the mound,
about 15 yards above Stela 18. This stone measures 83 inches in its
greatest dimension and 71 inches in its smallest diameter. It is about
30 inches in thickness.

GROUP E

STElA I!)

This stela (pI. 57, a), together with Stela 20, is placed in front of
a small mound near the southern extremity of the site. Near this
mound, and apparently associated with it, are a number of small
boulder-faced, rectangular mounds. The two stelae are about 15 yards
apart and face west. The style of decoration on these two monu
ments differs considerably from the others on the site. The design
on Stela 19 appears to represent a highly conventionalized face, and
is in a good state of preservation. The stela is 56 inches lligh, 24
inches wide, and 15 inches thick.

ALTAR IG

The altar ill front of Stela 19 is carved with remarkable realism in
the form of a crab (pI. 57, a). It is 49 inches wide, 33 inches long,
and about 14 inches thick.

STELA 20

Stela 20 (pI. 57, b), like its companion, is carved in the form of a
conventionalized face. 'Vhereas Stela 19 has a horizontal panel of
broad diagonal stripes across the top of the design, Stela 20 has an
exactly similar panel at the bottom. The stela is 53 inches high,
28 inches wide, and 15 inches thick.

...\T.TAR Ii

The altar in front of Stela 20 is circular in form, being 4f> inches
in diameter at its greatest width. It is about 10 inches thick.

GROUP F

Abollt 1 mile north of the main site of Izapa is a detached mound
group, jllst north of the road between Tuxtla Chico and Tapachula.
The principal mound of this group, according to local superstition,
is inhabited by a gmi.rdian spirit which shares honors with that of
Monument:!. A nmnber of the monnlls of this group are hced
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with boulders, and there are several rednngular hOllhlcJ' structures
like the remains of walls or foundations. '1'h:\ gellcl':ll type of the
mounds and the appearance of the two cal'Vl'd IIllJllllllll'n( s seem to
set this unit apart from the main site of hapa.

MONUMENT 3

This is a stone 82 inches long and 32 inches wide, cn n'el! in the form
of a serpent's head (pI. 60, d). A hollow opening rUlls through the
mouth and continues into a troughlike tenon, which projects at the
rear. The snakelike appearance of this head is Hl1Ic.h mom ~triking

than the photographs show.

MONUMENT 4

This is a long, slender column, rectangular in cross scdion. The
base expands into a bulblike form, and the remainder tapers grad
ually toward the other end, where the simple decorative (',n rving ap
pears. It evidently represents a phallus. The length is 112 inches,
it is 30 inches in thickness at the base, while the rectangld:tr portion
averages 18 inches (pI. 62, a, b).

CONCLUSION

Because of its size and location, Izapa is a particularly significant
site. The art style of the stelae bears a close resemblance to 1hat on
Stela 1 at EI Baul, Guatemala, and to the stelae recently di~;covered

by Eric Thompson at San Isidro Piedra Parada in the sanw rl'gion.
Since one of these, as well as Stela 1 at EI Baul, containcd nil lHitial
Series date, it offers the possibility of cross-dating Izapa, or Uw more
interesting possibility that further exploration at Izapa mny reveal
dates at this site. If the Baktun 7 dates from southern GIl:t!0J1mla
should actually be contemporary dates in the same calemhl' as used
by the Maya) the implication would be that Izapa is a wry early
site. Certain features would tend to bear this out. Hmrn-cr, of
fundamental importance in this respect will be a study of ! lie t:CnLm
ics. The paucity of sherds and figurine material encountered jn the
course of superficial digging at the site has already been cOlllfllented
upon. It is probable that the habitation level of the site js rather
deeply buried. The few nondescript sherds seen were of little value
in suggesting a time period. The two worn figurine frngmcnts werE:
of the solid variety, which hints at their being early. 'I'll is scant
evidence is, however, of little value.

In general Izapa appears to be much more closely related to the
earth-mound sites of southern Veracruz and the Isthmus of Tehuan
tepee, than it does with sites in the Maya area. The use of altars
in front of stelae is a trait characteristic of some :Maya sites. In

the Veracruz-Tehualltepec region, the only instance of a stela with
altar encountered by us was stela C at Tres Zapotes.

In the light of present incomplete information, the stone art of
the Izapa-San Isidro style seems related in some respects to the early
stone art of the southeastern Mexican coastal area, and in other respects
to early Maya art, yet it is sufficiently distinct to stand by itself. The
designs are made to stand out in low relief, the background being
cut away. The art itself is definitely impressionistic, complete realism
being studiously avoided. Scrolls and curving lines are generously
used, a feature resembling Maya art more closely than that of south
eastern Mexico.

Sites with stelae decorated in the Veracruz-Tehuantepec style exist,
among other places, in the vicinity of Tonala, Chiapas. Standing
figures in profile are represented as wearing gorgets in the form of
"Olmec"-like heads. In at least one instance, that of a stela which has
been moved to the town of Tonala, a bar and dot numeral is repre
sented. Much work remains to be done in this general area. In the
light of present evidence, the general fact appears to stand out that
there was an early spread of a stela cult extending from the south
eastern Mexican coast across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec to the Pacific
coast region of southern Mexico, and possibly into Guatemala. The
use of large earth mounds including long mounds placed in a rather
unsystematic manner, and the general absence of stone masonry and
architectural features, were characteristic. It seems probable that in
part, at least, this development preceded the conspicuous growth of the
classic Maya culture, which was to a considerable degree influenced
by it. The use of bar and dot numerals is to be found in this area from
coast to coast, including the use of the Initial Series in Veracruz and
the Pacific slope of Guatemala. The carving of calendar dates or of
bar and dot numerals on stone monuments was of relatively rare
occurrence. There are two or probably three instances of Initial Series
at Cerro de las Mesas, one at Tres Zapotes, one at Baul, and one at
San Isidro. Bar and dot numerals of a different type likewise occur at
Monte Alban and Tonala, sites characterized by the use of masonry.
Their absence on stone monuments at other related sites does not neces
sarily indicate that they were not used on other media. At La Venta
and Izapa numerals do not occur on any of the monuments as yet
discovered. If the Initial Series occurring in this area represent con
temporary dates, it would seem probable that the long-count calendar
was used here prior to its adoption in the Maya area proper.

While a related early cultural spread is indicated for the area extend
ing from southern Guatemala through Veracruz, it is not necessary to
postulate that a single people or linguistic group is involved. .An yet
there is not much direct evidence to indicate the direction of this cul-
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tural flow. It is interesting to note that the culture is primarily one
of the tropical lowlands. PreBent lIone-too-adequate al'(:heolo~jcal

information suggests that the early related ceramic horizons wen' two
fold in nature. One of these followed the coastal lowlands on both the
Atlantic and Pacific sides, cl'o;;sing by way of the Isthmus of Tehuan
tepee, while the other follo\yed the highlands from Guatemala to the
Mexican mesa central. While the exact nature of these movements
awaits a more complete study of the ceramic remains, the stone monu
ments offer many suggestions towards the solution of the problem,
which is basic to an understanding of Middle American archeology.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
ANDREWS, E. W.

1939. A group of related sculptures from Yucatan. Carnegie Inst. Wash
ington Publ. No. 509, pp. 67-79.

ABCHIVo GENERAL DE LA NACI6N, Volumen 70 del Ramo de Tierras, Legajo 1: No.
1-ano de 1600, Cosalllaloapa, Tlacotalpa, Guaspaltepec y Amatllin-proceso
de congregaci6n.

BLOM, F. F., and LA FARGE, O.
1926. 'Tribes and temples. Tulane Univ. Middle Amer. Res. Ser., vol. 1.

New Orleans.
CASO, A.

1928. Las Estelas Zapotecas. Monogr. Mus. Nac. ArqueI.. Hist. y Etnog.
Mexico, D. F.

CHARNAY, DESIRE
1887. The ancient cities of the New World. New York.

DfAZ DEL CASTILLO, BERNAL
1928. The discovery and conquest of Mexico, 1517-21. Trans. by A. P.

Maudslay. New York and London.
DRUCKER, PHILIP

[In press.] Ceramic sequences at Tres Zapotes, Veracruz, Mexico. Bur.
Amer. Ethnol. Bull. 140.

[In press.] Ceramic stratigraphy at Cerro de las Mesas, Varacrllz, Mexi<'o.
Bur. Amer. Ethnol. Bull. 141.

FElWKES, J. W.
1907. Certain antiquities of eastern Mexico. 25th Ann. Rep. Bur. Amer.

EtlJl1ol., 1!J03-1D04, pp. 221-284.
FRIEDLAENDER, I., and SONDER, R. A.

1924. Uber das Vulkangebiet von San Martin Tuxtla in Mexiko. Zeitschr.
Vulkanologie, vol. 7, Pr>. 162-187, 1923-1924. Hamburg.

HAY, C. L., LINTON, R. L., LOTHROP, S. K., SHAPIllO, H. L., and VAILLANT, G. C., Ed.
1940. 'The Maya and their neighbors. New York.

HOLMES, "V. H.
1907. On a nephrite statuette from San Andres Tuxt]a, Vera Cruz, Mexico.

Amer. Anthrop., n. s., vol. 9, pp. 691-701.
JOYCE, T. A.

1931. Sculptured figures from Vera CrU7- State, Mexico. Mun, vol. 3], No. 17.
London.

KEllBER, EDMUND.
1882. Eine alte Mexikanische Ruinenstiitte bei S. Andres Tuxtla. zeitschr.

Ethnol., YOl. ]4, PI!. 488-48D. Berlin.

KIDDER, ALFRED, u. See STRONG, Wn.u.U( DUNCAN, et al.
KRICKEBERG, WALTER

1933. Los Totonaca: Contribucl6n a la etnografia historica de ]a America
Central. Traducido por Porfirio Aguirre. Mexico City.

KROEBER, A. L.
1939. Cultural and natural areas of native North America. Univ. Calif.

Publ. Amer. Archaeol. and Ethnol., vol. 38, p. 1-242. Berkeley.
LA FAROE, O. See Blom, F. F.
LINTON, R. L. See Hay, C. L., et al.
LOTHROP, S. K. See Hay, C. L., et al.
MELGAR, J. M.

1869. Antigiiedades Mexicanas. Bol. Soc. Mex. Geog. y Estadlstica, 2 ep.,
vol. I, pp. 292-297. Mexico, D. F.

1871. Estudio sobre la antigiiedad y el origen de ]a Cabeza. Colosal de tlpo,
eti6pico que existe en Hueyapam. Bol. Soc. Mex. Geog. y Estad1stica,
2 ep., vol. 3, pp. 104-109. MeXicO, D. F.

;\IEYER, E. E. See PALACIOS, E. J.
MOZINO, JOSEPH

1913. Descripci6n del Volcan de Tuxtla, in: Noticias de Nutka ... y
Descripcion del Volcall de Tuxtla. Soc. Mex. Geog. y Estadistica.
Mexico, D. F.

PALACIOS, E. J., and MEYER, E. E.
1932. La ciudad arqueo16gica del Tajfn. Bibl. estud. hlst. y arqueol. Mexi

canos, vol. I. Mexico, D. F.
PASO Y TRONCOSO, F. DEL

1905. Papeles de Nueva Espana, vol. 5: Relaciones de la di6cesls de Tlaxcala.
Mexico, D. F.

PAUL, A. J. DREXEL, JR. See STRONG, 'VILLIAM DUNCAN, F:r AI~

RICKARDS, C. G.
1910. The ruins of Mexico. London.

SELEB, E.
1906. Die Monumente von Huilocintla im Canton Tuxpan des Staates Vera

Cruz. Proc. Int. Congr. Amer., 15th sess., vol. 2. Quebec.
SElLER-SACHS, C.

1922. Altertumer des Kanton Tuxtla im Staate Vera Cruz. Festschr. Eduard
SeIer, pp. 543-556. Stuttgart.

SHAPIRO, H. L. See HAY, C. L., et al.
SPINDEN, E. S.

1933. The place of Tajfn in Totonac archeology. Amer. Anthrop., n. s., vol. 35,
pp. 225-270.

SPINDEN, H. J.
1927. "Study dead city of 'Rubber People.''' New York Times, Sunday, May

1,1927.
STIRUNG, M. W.

]939. Discovering the New World's oldest dated work of man. Nat. Geogr.
Mag., vol. 76, No.2, pp. 183-218. Aug.

1!)~0 a. An Initial Series from Tres Zapotes, Vera Cruz, Mexico. Nat. Geogr.
Soc. ContI'. Tech. Pap., Mexican Archeol. Ser., vol. I, No.1.

1940 b. Great stone faces of the Mexican jungle. Nat. Geogr. Mag., vol. 78,
No.3, pp. 309-334. Sept.

194]. Expedition unearths buried masterpieces of carved jade. Nat. Geogr.
Mag., vol. 80, No.3, pp. 278-302. Sept.



76 BUREAU OF AMERltCAN ETHNOLOGY

STIRLING, M. 'Y.-Continued.
1942. Finding jewels of jade in a Mexican swamp. Natl. Geogr. Mag., vol. 82,

No.5. Nov.
STREBEL, H.

1885-1889. Alt-Mexiko. Archiiologische Beitrage zur Kulturgeschichte seiner
Bewohner, 2 vola. Hamburg u. Leipzig.

STRONG, 'VILLIAM DUNCAN; KIDDER, ALFRED, II; and PAUL, 1\. J. DREXEL, JB.
1938. Preliminary report on the Smithsonian Institution-Harvard University

archeological expedition to northwestern Honduras. 1936. Smith
sonian Misc. Coil., vol. 97, No.1.

THOMPSON, J. E. [S.]
1940. Archaeological problems of the Lowland Maya. In The Maya and their

neighbors, pp. 126-138.
1941. Dating of certain inscriptions of non-Maya origin. Theoretical ap

proaches to IJroblems, No.1. July. Div. Hist. Res., Carnegie Inst.
Washington.

VAGELER, P.
1933. An introduction to tropical soils. Trans. by H. Greene. I,ondon.

VAILLANT, G. C.
1941. 'rhe Aztecs of Mexico. New York.

See also HAY, C. L., et al.
WATERMAN, T. T.

1924. On certain antiquities in Western Guatemala. Pan. Amer. Union Bull.,
vol. 58, No.4.

1929. Is the Baul Stela an Aztec imitation? Art and Archaeol. vol. 28, No.5.
WEIANT, C. W.

[In press.] An introduction to the ceramics of 'rres Zapotes, Veracnlz, Mexico.
Bur. Amer. Ethnol. Bull. 139.

WEYERSTALL, A.
1932. Some observations on Indian Mounds, idols, and pottery in the lower

Papaloapan basin, State of Vera CnlZ, Mexico. Tulane Univ., Middle
Amer. Res. Ser., vol. 4, pp. 23-69. New Orleans.

W
f«
.J
a.

Z
f
W
.J
.J
:::>
m

>-
§
az
1:
f
W

Z«
u
it
w
~
«
II.
a
:::>
«w
II:
:::>
m

ui
W
faa.

I «
N
III
W
II:
f-

, II.
a
w
Cl«
.J
.J

:>
w
1:
f-

































































INDEX

Altars, Izapa, descriptions of:
Altar I, 62
Altar 2, 63
Altar 3, 65
Altar 4, 65
Altar 5, 66
Altar 6, 67
Altar 7, 67
Altar 8, 68
Altar 9, 69
Altar 10, 69
Altar 11, 69
Altar 12, 69
Altar 13, 70
Altar 14, 70
Altar 15, 71
Altar 16, 71
Altar 17, 71

Altars, La Venta, 52-56
Altar 1, description, 52
Altar 2, description, 53

first seen by BIom and La
Farge, 49

Altar 3, description, 53
first seen by Blom and La

Farge, 49
Altar 4, comparisons, 54, 55

first seen by Blom and La
Farge, 49

picture of ill Joyce note, 49
Altar 5, comparisons, 53, 54

description, 55
Altar 6, description, 56

Alvarado, Bay of, 8,31
Alvarado, reference to excursion of, into

Central America, 5
Alvaraclo, Rfo de, 6
Alvarado, Veracruz, similarity of stela

of to monument near EI Meson, 3
Animal head, carved design, 34, 46

headdress, 42, 63
Archeological remains, Tres Zapotes,

composition of, 10
Arroyo de la Sierra, 29
Arroyo Hueyapan, 8, 24
Arroyo Izapa, 61
Arroyo La Puente, 26
.\ITOYO San Juan, 27
"Baby-face" Lgures, 58, 59

jade, 53
heads, 60
type from La Venta,4

Baktun 7 date, Stela C, Tres Zapotes, 22
Bar and dot numeral;;. 14, 21-22

on Stela 6, Cerr:' de las Mesas, 36
sites where found, 73
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Basalt, columnar, carved stela of near
EI Meson, 28-29

Colossal Head of Tres Zapotes
carved from, 16

head of, at San Marcos, 27
Stela D, Tres Zapotes, carved from,

14
stelae at Cerro de las Mesas carved

from, 47
stela of Alvarado made of, 3
tomb of, 49, 59
Tuxtla-San Martin region probable

source of, 50
hypothesis of method of trans

portation from, 50
use of, :'0

Baul, see EI Baul.
Bay of Alvarado, see Alvarado, Bay of.
,>'ird design, stone monuments, 63, 64

hummingbird, 65
Bla:,iJ]o River, 48
Hlom, Je. F., first d(~scriptil)n of La Ven

ta by, 40
I1lllnben: given by to La Venta stone

mOllumenrs retained by Stirling,
49

(Ill provenience of stOlle figures in
\'i;1:1 II 'J (.](\~11, .J!)

refers to Stela 3, La Vcnra, as
Stela 1, 52

Boca rle San Miguel, 5
UOlTOW-pit, Cerro de l:ts Mesas, 32

Tl'cs Zapotes, 11
Burnt Mounds Group, Tres Zapotes, 17,

21,23,24
Cabeza Colosal de Hueyapan, 7

referred to by Melgar, 7
Calend:lr dates, see Initial Series; Bar

and dot numerals.
Calendar, long-count, 73
Caiendar system, Maya, monument

carving connected with, 1
Campeche, salt imported from, 6
Carnegie Institution of Washington, 61
Caso, Dr. Alfonso, 4
Cassedy, Edwin G., 2, 4
Ca:emaco, 5
Central America, influence of culture of,

on early Tres Zapotes, 5
Ceramic horizons, discussion of, 73-74
Cerro de Gallo, mound group, Cerro de

las Mesas, 28, 31, 32
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Cerro de las Mesas, Veracruz, Mexico,
31-48

archeological site of, 31
excavation of, 3

earth mounds of, compared with
those of La Venta, 48

geographical location, 31
physical featm'es of, 31
route to, 32

Initial Series at, 73
monuments, 44-47

See also Monuments, Cerro de
las Mesas.

mound groups, ceremonial center
.for region, 32

description, 31-32
possibly place of origin of "Chapul

tepee Stone," 4
stelae, 33-44

See. also Stelae, Cerro de las
Mesas.

"tiger mask" panel, decorative mo
tive on stelae at, 3

unworked stones at, 47
Cerro Encantado, La Venta, 49, 56, 60

stone column at base of, 60
"Chapultepec Stolle," compared with

stela 5, Cerro des las Mesas, 3, 35
compared with Stelae 6 and 8, Cer

ro de las Mesas, 42
provenience of discussed, 4

Charnay, Desire, quoted on La Venta
site, 49

Chiapas, State of, 3, 61
Chronology, relative, of stone monu

ments at Cerro de las Mesas, 47
Citlaltepetl, 31
Cocuite, village of, 32, 47

location of Monument 8, Cerro de
las Mesas, 47

Colossal Head of Tres Zapotes, 11,
16-17, 31

compared with La Venta head, 49,
56,60

Colossal stone head, in region west of
Maya area, 3

heads, La Venta, 57, 58
Columbia, reference to stone monuments

of, 1
Columnar basalt, see Basalt, columnar.
Columns, round, Tres Zapotes, 25
Cortes, Hernan, 4

reference to excursion of, into Cen·
tral America, 5

Covarrubias, Miguel, 4
Coyol, mound group, Cerro de las Me

sas,31
Cozumalhualpa, see Santa Lucia Cozu·

malhualpa.
"Danzante" figures of Monte Alban, com

pared with Monument 5, Cerro de las
Mesas, 47

Designs on stone monuments:
animal head, 34, 46

headdress, 42, 63
bird, 63, 64

hummingbird, 65

Designs on stone monuments-Con.
fish, 62, 64, 65
frog, 63
human figure, 3, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20,

23, 24, 29, 33, 34, 35, 41, 42, 44,
45, 50, 51, 53, 54, 55, 56, 63, 64, 66

jaguar, f~e, 42, 50, 54, 62
figure, 26, 30, 59, 62, 65, 67, 68
headdress, 44
head with open mouth, 3,14,50
man, 52
mask panel, 34, 41, 62, 65, 66

monkey, head, 70
open jaguar mouth, 54, 55, 68
plumed serpent, 18, 34, 35, 42, 63
serpent's head, 62, 63, 64. 66, 67, 72

Drucker, Dr. Philip, assistant archeol
ogist, National Geographic Society
Smithsonian Institution archeological
expedition, 2

geological and topographical data
on Tres Zapotes region assembled
by, 4

La Venta monuments discovered by,
49

Dunn, E. R., 32
Earth-mound sites, in Isthmus of Te

huallt"pec, relation of to Izapa site, 72
in southerll Veracruz, relation of (0

Izapa site, 72
E:IltlJ mounds of La Venta, compared

with tlwse of southern Veracruz, 43
EI Baul, Guatemala, Initial Series at,

72, 73
Stela 1, 62

compared w'th art style of
Izapa stplae,72

'El Leon," native nalJJe for Monument
2 at I7.apa, 68

EI Meson, important center in aboi'igi
nal times, 30

monument of, similar to Alvarado
stela, 3

stela of columnar basalt near, 28-29
use of ,columnar basalt at, 50

El Paso, Mexico, 27
"Ethiopian" features, identified with 01

mel' style of art. 7
Exposicion Hist6rico-Americanu, 7
Wigurim,s, "laughing face" type, proven

it-~nce of, 32
IPigures, cfllTed human, see Designs on

stone monuments.
Fire pit, stone, Tres Zapotes, 26
Forbes, D. McH., 32
Frog, stone altar in shape of, 63
Geography of archeologic::l1 sites,

southern :Mexieo:
Cerro de las Mesas, 31
Izapa, 62
La Venta, 48
Tres Zapotes, 8-11

Giant head, see Cabeza Colosal; Colos
sal Head of Tres Zapotes.

Glyph column on Stela 6, Cerro de las
Mesas, 35

Gre811stone, deity of, worship of in
Tlacoialan, in pre-Conquest times, 6

Grijalva, Juan de, 5
Groups of mounds, see Mound groups.
Gualapita, 60
Guatemala, 73, 74
Guazaqualco (Coatzcalco), Tuxtla war

with, 6
Haciendrt San Pedro de Aguirrez, 26
Head flattening, practiced in Tuxtla, in

pre-Conquest times, 6
Head of modified "Totonac" style, Salto

Barranca, 28
I-leads, stone, see Cabeza Colosal ; Colos

sal heads; Designs on stone monu
ments.

Hueyapan, Hacienda de, 4, 7
village of, 7

Huilocintla, Veracruz, monument from
representing Quetzalcoatl, reference
to, 3

Igaacio Llave, 32
lllCispd Black ware, 31
Initial Series, sites where found, 73

Cerro de las Mesas, 73
on Stela 5, 35
on Stela 6, 38--39
on Stela 8, 41-42
on Stela 15, 44

EI Baul, 72, 73
San Isidro, 73
Tres Zapotes, 73

on Stela C, 14
lusUtuto Juarez, 49
rst!lmus of Tehuantepec, sce Tehuan

tepec, Isthmus of.
Izapa, Chiapas, Mexico. lil-'i4

altars of, descriptions, 62, 63, 65, 66,
67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72

See also Altars, Izapa.
archeological site of, 61

age of, 72
excavations at, 3
relation of earth-lllound sites

in JIsthmus of 'l'ehuantepec
to, 72

relation of earth-mound sites in
southern Veracruz to, 72

geographical location of, 61
mo;;uments, 65,68, 72

See also Monuments, Izapa.
paucity of sherds and figurines at,

72
stelae of, descriptions, 62, 63, 64, 65,

66,67,69,70,71,72.
"tiger mask" panel, decorative

motive on, 3
See also Stelae, Izapa.

stone a,·t of, relation with other
areas, 73

stone monuments of, division into
six groups,.61

Group A, 62-66
Group B, 66-68

maj9ri ty of carved stones
cOntained in Groups A
anll B. 61.

Izapa, Chiapas, Mexico--Continued.
stone monuments of, division into

six groups-Continued.
Group C, 68-70

six: plain stelae with altars
contained in, 61

Group D, 60-71
Group E, 71
Group F, 71-72

signs of walls found in
Groups E and F, 62

See also Monuments, Izapa.
Izapa-San Isidro, stone art of, relation

of with other areas, 73
Jade, "baby-face" figures in, 53

beads, found in front of Altar 4,
La Venta, 55

Jaguar being, worship of, in Maya
nrea, 3

face, 42, 50, 54, 62
figure, 14,26,30,42,59,62,65,67,68
headdress, 44
head with open mouth, 3, 14, 50
incised on stone near Lirios, 30
ruan, 52
mask panel, 34, 41, 50, 62, 65, 66
stone, from Tlapacoya, 26
stOlle yokes, from Veracruz, com-

pared with Altar I, Izapa, 62
.Jnguars, anthropomorphic, La Venta, 51
,Joaquin, 32
Joyce, T. A., publication by, on La Ven-

ta,49
Kidder, Dr. A. V., 61
King vulture, effigy head of, 13
Kirchhoff, Prof. Paul, 6
Knox, H. A., 49
La Florida, stone figure reported near,

29
Laguna Colorado, 29
La Proviuencia, 27
La Puente, description of mound group

at, 26
La Sierra, mound group near, 29
La Venta, Tabasco, Mexico, 48-60

altars, 52-56
::rcheological site of, 48

excavations at, 3
geography of, 48

chronological position of, 60
earth mounds of, compared with

those of f,QU thern Veracruz, 48
Island, 50
monuments, 56-fi8, 59

See also Monuments, La Venta.
physical type, see OImec.
stel~e, 50-52

See a.lso Stelae, La Venta.
stone columns, 60

enclosure, 59
"tiger mask" panel, decorative mo

ti \'e on stelae at, 3
use of columnar basalt at, 50

Lerdo.28
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Lirios, 16, 28
jaguar incised on stone near, 30
petroglyphs on large boulder near,

30
Long Mound, Tres Zapotes, 24, 25
Los Pajaros, mound group, Cerro de las

Mesas, 31
"Los Terrenos de Izapa," 61
Los Tuxtlas, 8
Macuile, 27
l\larquina, Arquitecto Ignacio, 4
Masonry, none found at Izapa, 62
Maya area, 1

calendar system in, monument carv
ing connected with, 1

cities, Old Empire, 4
sites of, relation of to Iz~pa site, 72

Maya art, early, relation of to Izapa
Isidro style, 73

Maya, Lamat sign as used by, 42
pre-Columbian, plan for study of

relationship of with other Mid
dle American cultures, 1

Melgar, J. M., quoted on COlOSSfll Head
of Tres Zapotes, 17

reference by to a cabeza colosal, 7
Mexican codices, reference to, 48
Mexican Highlands, 69
Mexicano, a language of early Tres Za

potes region, 6
Mexican Plateau area, stone boxes of, 21
. Plateau, influence of cultures of on

early Tres Zapotes, 5
Mexico City, 5
Mexico, Valley of, I, 4, 5
Mimendi family, 4
Mistlan (early), Mexicano preferred

language in, 7
Mixtec Codices, design on Stela I, Izapa,

compared with, 62
glyph, reference to, 41
-speaking groups in early Tres

Zapotes, 7
spoken in early Cozumalhualpa, 7
tribe, reference to, 7

"Mixtequilla" the, archeological site of
Cerro de las Mesas, 31, 32

Monkey head, stone carving, 70
stone image, 46

Monte Alban, 47, 73
Montezuma, tribute received from town

of Vrracruz in 15th century, 5
Monuments, stone, Cerro del las Mesas,

44-47
Monument I, carved hemisphere,

chronological position of, 48
description, 44

Monument 2, head, chronological
position of, 48

description, 45
Monument 3, ball, description, 45
Monument 4, ball, description, 45
Monument 5, standing figure, chron-

ological position of, 48
description, 45

l\fonuIrlpnt", "lonl', ('('ITO (1('1 las
l\Icsas-Collt illlll'd.

Monumellt G, l:lr~I' 1l:1~"Jlil' ." i 0;)(',
carvings de[;1I·.'d, dl''''I'; I" j, 'II, ·IG

l\lonument 7, allilll:d 111':,,1, ,j,':",rip
tion, 46

M 0 n u men t S, :1ll1IJr"p"nll.rplli,:
monkey head, drs('r:111 i";I .. \1>

'\lonuments, stone, Izapa:
Monument I, carved stonC', elt'sI·ri,,·

tion, 65
Monument 2, "El Leon," :lllilllal

head, description, 68
guardian spirit of, 68, n
realistic form of jaguar heal!

with open mouth, 3, 68
Monument 3, serpent's head, de

scription, 72
Monument 4, slender column, de

scription, 72
Monuments, stone, La Venta, 56-58, 59

Monument I, colossal head, com
parisons, 49, 57, 58

description, 56
first seen by Blom and La

Farge, 49
Monument 2, colossal head, descrip

tion, 57
Monument 3, colossal head, descrip

tion, 57
Monument 4, colossal head, descrip

tion, 58
Monument 5, "baby-face" figure,

compared with early Tres Zapotes
figurine, 60

description, 58
located in stone enclosure, 59

Monument 6, !Sandstone sarcopha
gus, description, 59

Monument 7, basalt tomb, descrip
tion, 59

Monuments, stone, Tres Zapotes, 16-25
definition of term "monument," 11
Monument A, Colossal Head, de

scription, 16-17
in original position, 31

Monument B, box, description, 17-18
Monument C, box, compared with

monument B, 18
description, 18-21
referred to by Weyerstall as

Monument 5, 18
Monument D, barrel-shaped stone,

description, 21
Monument E, rock numeral in ar

royo bed, description, 21-22
Monument F, human figure, descrip

tion, 22
referred to by Weyerstall as

Monument 2, 22
Monument G, human figure, descrip

tion, referred to by 'Veyerstall
as Monument 3, 22

Monument H, owl image, descrip
tion, 23

Monuments, stone, Tres Zapotes-Con.
Monuments I, J, :mcl K, human lig

ures, description, 23
Monument L, human figure, descrip

tion, 24
Monuments M and N, human figure

and basin, description, 24
Monuments 0 and P, stone carvings,

description, 24-25
Monz6n, Arturo, 6
Mortars, stone, 61
Mound group near La Sierra, 29
Mound groups, Izapa:

Group A, 65
stone monuments composing, 61

Group B, 68
stone monuments composing, 61

Group C, 68
stone monuments composing, 01

Mound groups, Tres Zapotes :
Burnt Mounds Group, 17, 21, 23, 24
Group 1, 14,16, 31

Mound A, 23
Group 2, 16

Mound B, 22
Mound C, 18-22
Mound J, 23
Mound K, 23
Mound L, stela A found at base

of, 11
Mound M, 22

Group 3, 14, 16, 23, 24
Mound C, 14
MoundD,25
Mound E, 25

Group 4, 14
Long Mound, 24, 25

Mounds, Cerro de las Mesas:
Mound 2, large stone near, 47
Mound 5, 43

Mounds, Tres Zapotes, size of, 11
Nahuatl, prevailing language of Tres

Zapotes in 15th century, 5
prevailing language of Tuxtla in

15th century, 6
"Name" glypb, numerical, Stela 4, Cerro

de las Mesas, 47
National Geographic Society, 7, 61
National Museum of Mexico, 3, 7, 14, 21,

29,35
New York Times, article in, on Cerro de

las Mesas, 32
Noguera, Eduardo, 4
Numerical inscriptions, see Initial Se

ries; Bar and dot numerals.
"name" gl~'ph, Stela 4, Cerro de las

Mesas, 47
"Numero Uno," modern name for Cerro

de Gallo, 32
Oaxaca, 5

State of, I, 5
Ojochal, village of, lo.cation of Monu

ment 7, Cerro de las Mesas, 46
Old Empire Maya cities, 4

"Olmec" f"ce, figure with, compal'l't1
with Stela 9, Cerro de las Mesas, 4~

features, characteristic of Monu
ment 1, La Ventn, 56

open-jaguar-mouth motive on Altar
'1, La Vcnta, G4

possibly on Altar 5, 55
physical type representell in colos

sa I stone heads, 3
style of art, "Ethiopian" features

illen tifierl with, 7
shown on Monument 5, La Ven-

ta,58
Open-jaguar-mouth design, 54, 55, 68
Owl, basalt image of, 23
OXintok, Yucatan, Katun 2 date from,

compared with Stela 6, Cerro de las
Mesas, 38

Paint, dark purplish-reLl, used on Monu
ment 4, La Vellta, 58

P;~palfJapan River, 7,8
pntererl by Alvar:lClo, 5

Peru, reference to stone mOlluments
of, 1

Perroglyplls on large boulder near Li
rios, 30

on stone, San Juan River, 29
l'lerlms Negr3S, 32
Platform, stone, Tres Zapotes, 25
Plazas, Cerro de las Mesas, 32

Plaza 1, 32
location of Stela 9. 42
loca tion of Stelae 1 and 2, 33

Piaza 2, location of Monnment 5, 4G
location of SteJa 3, 33
majority of stone monuments

contained in, 32
unworked stones in, 47

Plaza 3, location of Stela 14, 44
location of Stela 12, 43
unworked stones in, 47

Plaza 4, 32
unworked stones in, 47

Plumed serpent, see Designs on stone
mUl1uments.

Popoluca tribe. reference to, ..
Quetzalcoatl, 33, 41

monument from Huilocintla repre-
senting, 3

Red ware incensario, 29
Richardson, Francis, 32
:tio Blanco, 31
RIO de Alvarado, 6
!:tio 'l'ecolapan, 2.7, 28
Rio Tuxtln, 27
Ruppert, Karl, 61
Saltillo, 29
Saito Barrar:ca, 27, 28

stela near, 29
stone hea(I of "Totonac" type at, 21'

S:ln Andres Tuxtla, 4, 7
San AuguEltine River, 27

evidence in area between" nd moan
tains of large aboriginal popula
tion,30
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San FI"fHlcisco. Mexico, 28
San Isidro, Initial Series at, 73
San Isidro Picdra Parada, Guatemala,

figure from with "Olmec" face com
pared with Stela 9, Cerro de las
Mesas, 42

stelae of, compared with Izapa
stelae. 72

San Juan, 29
San Juan de las Reyes, 27
San Juan River, 5, 8
San Marcos, 27

basalt head of, 27
San Martin Mountain, 8
San Martin Pajapan volcano, 50
San Miguel Chapultepcc, sec "ChaIml

tepec Stone."
San Pablo, 27
Santa Lucia Cozumalhualpa, carved

monument from, 34
figure from compared with Stela 4,

Cerro de las Mesas, 35
Mixtec preferred language in pre

Conquest times, 6
Santana, mound group, Cerro de las

Mesas, 31
Santiago TuxtJa, municipality of, 4
Sarcophagus, sandstone, 59

stone, Monument 6, La Venta, 49
SeIer, E., 7
SeIer-Sachs, C., 7
Serpent, plumed, see Designs on stone

monuments.
Serpent's head, Monumeut 3, Izapa, 72

.Bee also Designs on stone monu
ments.

Shenls and figurines, Izapa, paucity of,
72

Site of archeological im-estigations,
Cerro de las Mesas, 31

Izapa,62
La Venta, 48
'rres Zapotes, 8-11

Smithsonian Institution, see National
Geograpllic Society-Smithsonian In
stitution archeological expeditions,
2, 3

Spinden, Dr. Herbert, visit to Cerro de
las Mesas, 32, 33

Stairways, stone, Tres Zapotes, 25, 26
Stela cult, extent of, 73

in region west of Maya' area, 3
Stelae, Ceno (le las Mesas, 33-44

Stela I, compared with Stela 2, 33
description, 33

Stela 2, comparisons, 41, 43
description, 33

;Stela 0, clJl'(Jl!ological position of,
47, 48

comparisons, 33, 41, 43, 45
description, 33-34

Stelae, Ceno de las J\ksas-Con,
Stela 4, cbronoJogicalllO,:;ition of, 47

compared wirh St,'la 11, 43
description, 3-[-3ri

Stela 5, chronological posii ion of,
47

description, 35
design similar to t!w t of

"Cllapultepec Stone," ;;
Stela 6, chronological positbn of. 47

comparisons, 34, 35, 42,4:3
description, 34-39
glyph column on, 35
Initial Series date on, 38-3D

Stela 7, description, 30-41
Stela S, chronological position of,

47,48
comparisons, 34, 35, 43, 45
description, 41-12
Initial Series date on, 41--42

Stela 9. chronological position of, 48
compared with Stela :~, 34
description, ·1::!

Stela 10, chl'onological 110sition c.f,
47

comparee1 with Stela 3, 34
description, 42--43

Stela 11, chronologir'al po;:ition of,
47

cOUlilared with Stela 4, 3-1
description, 45

Stela 12, dpscriptioll, 1:.1
Stela 13, l'hronolo.~ical posi Hon uf,

47
description, 43

Stela 14, chronological pusi:ion oi',
47

description, 44
located on Plaza 3, 44

Stela 15, chronological position
of,4S

description, 44
Stelae, Iz:,pa:

Stela 1, accomp:H1iccl IJy Altar 1, 62
description, 62
mention of, 63

Stela :.', comparisom', 64, 6;;
description, ti3

Stela 2, comparisons, fl1, G5
description. (;3

Stela 3, aceompanipd by .\1 tar 2, (i.'3
comparisolls, 64, G5
description, 6:3

Stela 4, descrill( iOIl, (j:,\-64
design of l'olllpa;'el1 with Altar

3, 65
Stela 5, descriptio;], 6·I-GG
Stela 6, accolllp;mil',1 LJy Altar 4, 60

description, 65
design 011 COll1parcd with Stela

11, 67
Stela 7, description. 60

possible aS8ociation with Altar
3, 65

Stelae, Izapa-Continued.
Stela 8, accompanied by Altar 5, GG

compared with Stela 10, 67
description, 66

Stela 9, accompanied by Altar 6, 67
description, 66

Stela 10, accompanied by Altar 7, 67
description, 67

Stela 11, comparison, 64, 67
description, 67

Stela 12, accompanied by Altar 8,
68

compared with Stela 5, 64
description, 67-68

Stela 13, accompanied by Altar 9, fl9
description, G9

Stela 14, accompanied by Altar 10,
69

description, 69
Stela 15, accompanied by Altar 11,

69
description, 69

Stela 16, f1ccompanier'l by Altar
12,69

description, 69
Stela 17, description, 70
Stela 18, accompanied by Altar 1.,1,

70
tlescription, 70
mention of, 71

Stf'la 19, accompanied by Altar 16,
71

descr;p1 j(ln, 71
Stela 20, accompanied by Altar 17,

71
compared with Stela ID, 71
(lescription, 71

Stelae, La Ventn. 50--52
IInmbers givpn by Blom retained by

Stirling. eX('''pt Stela 3,49
Stela 1, descripti(ln, 50

lirst S~f'n by Blom and La
Farge, 49

ment"i01l o'f, 5S
pict11i'e of ~howll in Joyce note

49
realistic form of jaguar head,

3, 50
Stela 2, compared with Stela 3, 52

description, 50-51
first seen by Blom and La

Farge, 49
mention of, 56

Stela 3, description, 51-52
first seen by Blom and La

Farge, 49
locate<l in stone enclosure, 59
referred to by Blom as Altar 1,

49, 52
Stela 4, compared with Monument 3,

57
description, 52

Stela 5, description, 52
located in stone enclosure, 59

Stelae, Tres Zapotes, 11-16
Stela A, description, 11-14

in original position, 30
Stela B, description, 14
Stela C, compared with Stela A, l:!

description, 14
only stela with altar, 14, 73
probable date of, 22

Stela D, called by Wey'erstall
Monument 4, 16

desCl'iption, 14-16
realistic form of jaguar head, 3

SteJa E, description, 16
Stela near Salto Barranca, 28, 29
Stela of columnar basalt near El Meson,

28-29
Stewart, Richard, photographer of Na

tional Geographic Society, 2, 4, 61
Stirling, Marion, 2, 61
Stone art of Izapa-San Isidro style, re

lations of, 73
carvings, see Designs on stone

rnOnUp.lent.s.
fire pi t, Tres Zapotes, 26
head from San Marcos, 27
jaguar from Tlapaco~'a, 213
monuments, Cerro de las Mesas,

44-47
majority found in Plaza 2, 32
relat'i,e chronology of, 47
See also Monuments, stone,

Cerro de las Mesas.
monuments, Izapa, division into six

groups, 61
See a~so Monuments, stone,

Izapa.
monuments, La Venta, numbers

given by Blom retained by Stir
ling, 49

total number known from site,
49

See a~so Monuments, stone, La
Venta,

monuments, Tres Zapotes, 11-25
relation to cultural column dis

cussed, 30-31
Bee a~so Monuments, stone,

'.rres Zapotes.
mortars, 61
platform, Tres Zapotes, 25
stairway, Tres Zapotes, 26
stelae in State of Veracruz, two

monuments described by SeIer, 3
tombs, 49, 59
with "lettel's" reported near El

Meson, 29
with petroglyphs, San Juan River,

29
Stones, unworked, Cerro de las Mesas, 47
Strong, Dr. William DUDcan, 1
Sllchapa, 27
Tal1asco, Mexico, State of, 2
T:lpachula, 61, 71
T('huantepec, Isthmus of, 73, 74

relation of earth-mound sites of t"
Izapa site, 72
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Tepatlaxco, State of, stone monuments
from, rcference to, 3

Thompson, Eric, 42, 72
"Tiger mask" panel, provenience of, 3
Tl::tr:otalpan, 4, :)

agricultUl'e of, 6
climate of, 5-6
condition of, ill pre-Conquest times,

6
ethnological notes on, 6
fauna of, contrasted with that of

'l'uxtla, 6
human sacril1ce pra.cticed in, 6
reached by Alvarado, 5
tribute TJf1.id to Montezuma, 5

"'1'1aloc," inc'ensario in form of, 33
reference to, 46

Tlapacoya, 26
"Toad god" whistle from 8:,n Marcos, 29
Tomb, basalt, 49, 59

stone. Monument 7, La Venta, 59
Tonula, Chiapas, 50, 73
"'TonaJamatl" date, 48
'I'onala River, 48, 50
'l'ononapan, Krickeberg's Ulap of re

ferred to, 7
Totonac boun(laries, accorcling to

Krickeber;;'s map, 7
'J'otonac, not spoken in early 'Ires Za-

potes, 7
'l'ownsend, Prescott, 32
Tree design, stone carving, 64
'£res Zropotps. Veracruz, Mexico, 4-30

a rcheclogi('::!.l J'ema ins nt, ,composi-
tion of, 10

Arroyo San Juan, 27
early historical· dnta on, 5
earth m0u:lds of, compared with

tho:o;e of La Venta, 48
SeA al.so Mound groups, Tres

Zapotes.
gE'og;rnllby (If archeological site,

8-11
Initial Series. eccurrence at, 73
La Puente, 26
lL":e ill, ill pre-Cortesian times,

sketch of, 5-6
modern villnge of, location, 4-5

mention of, 8, 10
populo tion of, ngriculturists, 4

isolation of, 5
contrasted wit'll pre

Cortesian conditions,
5

,ef~ion, ethnic composition of, 5-6
Rio Teeolapan, 27
San Marcos, 27
si te, first mention of, 17
sibe of monnds at, 11
stelae, 11-16

ece also Stelae, Tres Zapotcs.

TreE Zflpotes, Veracruz, Mexico-Con
tinued.

stone fire pit, 2li
monuments, 11-~;;

defiIJitioJl of t(~rlll. 11
See also l\lOJlUmcllts, stone,

'l'rcs lIapo[l·s.
platform, 25
stairway, 26

"tiger mask" panel, decorative mo
tive on stelae at, 3

Tlapacoya, 26
use of columnar basalt at, 50

'l'uxtla Chico, 71
Tuxtla Mountain, 8, 11, 26, 27
Tu:,tla, pre-Cortesian life in, sketch of, 6

head flattening practiced, 6
wal' with Guazaqualco (Coatzcol·

co),6
l'uxtla-San Martin region, probable

source of columnar basalt, 50
hypothesis of method of transpor

tation from, 50
Tuxtla Statuette, compared with Monu

ment 5, Cerro de las Mesas, 46, 47
iJitzilopochli, Aztec God, worshipped in

Tuxtla, 6
Vaillant, George C., 60
Valenzuela, Juan, 4
-,'alley of Mexico, see Mexico, Valley of.
Venus ceremonial, 48
Venus symbol on Cerro de las Mesas

carvings, 33, 42
Veracruz, State of, 1, 73

carved stone stelae of, 3
southern, earth-mound sites of, re·

lation to Izapa site, 72
Veracruz-Tchuantepec Railway, 32
Veracrnz-Tehuantepec region, 73

Stela C, Tres Zapotes, only stela in
with altar, 73

Veracruz-Tebuimtepec style, stelae dec
ol'::.... ted j:l, 78

Irilla He:'ll]osa, 24, 49, 59
stone figure from compared with

Monument M, Tres Zapotes, 24
iVcl:~nt, Dr. C. W., field assistant, Na

tional Geographic Society·Smithf'''l1
ian Institution arcbeological el....peu:
tion,2

historical data on early Tres Zapo-
tes by, 4

Weiant, Marian, 2
Weyerstall, Albert, 7, 18, 22
Yucatan, influence of culture of, on

early Tres Zapotes, 5
Zapotecan Codices. reference to, 48
Zapotec glyph, referencf' to, 41, 43

o
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VARIOUS WARES AND POL.YCHROME SHERDS. SHOWING COL.OR RANGE.

(For explanation, see key on opposite page.)

KEY TO PLATE 1.

J. Polychrome shcrds, showing ('olor rangc. b, c, e,f, Buff slipped; (I, cit fJ, h, i,j, Cream-white
~~ .

~. Various wares, showing color range. at (It k, Variations of Brown ware slips (fJ is modeled tah
or Oaring-rim bowl); b, d, orange.slippe,1 .Polyehrome with slight.1y aberrant designs; c, e.
Losl.·oolol' wart'; h, j, gray-slipped Polychrome; i. Smoked Hlack Polychrome.


