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The Latest Discovery of Huge Monolith of the Tlaltecuhtli at the Templo Mayor
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On october 12th, 2006, a huge, square monolith (3.57 m north-south and 4
m east-west with a maximum thickness of 38 cm) was found in the center of
Mexico City. It is a relief that represents an Aztec deity, Tlaltecuhtli, “God/God-
dess of the Earth”. This monolith represents the female version of this deity.
This structure was found in front of Templo Mayor where diverse documents
locate a structure called Cuauhxicalco, a location for inhumation. The ashes of
three Aztec kings are known to have been placed during ceremonies: Axaya-
catl in 1481, Tizoc in 1486, and Ahuitzotl in 1502. A glyph is carved by the claw
of the right leg, which consists of the head of a rabbit next to the number “2”
beside and “10” beneath the rabbit. This year glyph can be read in one of two
ways: by separating it into 10 Rabbit and 2 Rabbit, or simply as 12 Rabbit (1478).
If the former interpretation is correct, we think the Tlaltecuhtli monolith may
be a funerary lapidary of king Ahuitzotl. This year we are planning to realize
geophysical studies and conduct archaeological excavations in order to see if
this exceptional sculpture covers the royal tomb of Ahuitzotl, the eighth ruler
of the Aztecs.

— Eduardo Matos Moctezuma and Leonardo Lépez Lujan
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